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Race  for  the  5th  Congressional  seat 

Britt’s  Run:  Reaping  Unity  or  Acrimony? 


By  Chris  Bull 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Harry 
Britt’s  candidacy  for  the  Fifth  Con¬ 
gressional  District  .has  united  the 
local  gay  and  lesbian  community 
to  an  unprecedented  degree.  At 
the  same  time,  however,  it  has 
highlighted  tensions  in  the  com¬ 
munity  and  raised  serious  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  gay  City  Super¬ 
visor’s  leadership  ability  and  cam¬ 
paign  strategy. 

As  the  April  7  special  election  to 
replace  the  late  Sala  Burton  nears, 
clashes  continue  to  break  out  bet¬ 
ween  gay  men  and  lesbians,  bet¬ 
ween  business  and  consumer  inter¬ 
ests  and  between  progressive  and 
moderate  factions  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

The  district  has  prided  itself  for 
being  one  of  the  most  progressive 
in  the  country,  with  strong  support 
for  environmental  preservation, 
civil  rights,  economic  justice  and  a 
liberal  foreign  policy.  The  rise  of 
the  gay  community,  which  com¬ 
prises  as  much  as  25  percent  of  the 
district,  has  pushed  the  district 
even  farther  in  this  direction,  far¬ 
ther  apparently  than  the  state 
Democratic  Party  leaders  would 
like.  For  example.  Mayor  Dianne 
Feinstein  has  been  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing  that  Britt  “was  too  liberal”  to 
represent  the  district. 

The  long-time  power-brokers  of 
the  Democratic  Party  in  Northern 
California,  including  state  legis¬ 
lators  Willie  Brown  and  Leo  Mc¬ 
Carthy,  have  backed  Nancy  Pel- 
osi,  a  Democratic  Party  activist 
and  fundraiser  who  has  never  held 
elected  office.  Britt,  the  only  other 
serious  candidate  for  the  seat,  was 


appointed  to  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  after  Harvey  Milk  was  assas¬ 
sinated  in  1978.  A  recent  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Examiner  poll  has  Pelosi  in 
front  by  about  ten  percentage 
points. 

The  campaign  has  developed 
along  insider  vs.  outsider  lines. 
Pelosi  promises  to  use  her  connec¬ 
tions  within  the  Democratic  Party 
to  help  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  while  Britt  claims  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  “true”  coalitions  of  the 
district,  untainted  by  ties  to  party 
power  and  money  which  he  feels 
are  used  to  exclude  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community. 

The  debate  over  who  can  best 
represent  the  community  has  be¬ 
come  increasingly  personal  and 
has  often  degenerated  into  open 
hostility.  Pelosi,  for  her  part,  has 
atttempted  to  distance  herself 
from  the  controversy,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  detractors,  refuses  to  take 
specific  stands  on  sensitive  issues 
within  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  Her  lack  of  a  track 
record  on  issues  facing  voters 
makes  it  impossible  to  determine 
how  she  would  function  in  Con¬ 
gress,  say  critics. 

The  controversy  surrounding 
the  campaign  has  often  over¬ 
shadowed  the  issues.  Although 
both  candidates  agree  on  most 
issues,  Pelosi  is  often  described  as 
a  liberal  with  strong  ties  to  the 
Democratic  Party  and  Britt  as  a 
progressive,  more  comfortable 
with  alternative  parties  such  as  the 
Democratic  Socialists  of  America. 

Pelosi  has  been  an  important 
fundraiser  for  candidates  friendly 


to  the  gay  community  and  even 
helped  Britt  get  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors.  However, 
she  has  waffled  on  important 
issues  such  as  aid  to  the  Duarte 
government  in  El  Salvador  and  the 
docking  of  the  nuclear  submarine, 
the  Missouri,  in  the  San  Francisco 
harbor. 

Even  Britt’s  many  critics  agree 
that  he  has  an  outstanding  voting 
record,  and  a  strong  commitment 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

NEW  YORK  —  Nearly  600  peo¬ 
ple  demonstrated  on  Wall  Street  to 
protest  the  inavailability  of  drugs 
which  may  help  people  with  AIDS. 
Seventeen  people  were  arrested  for 
blocking  traffic  at  the  March  24 
demonstration. 

The  Food  and  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion  (FDA),  which  must  approve 
drugs  before  they  can  be  made 
available  to  the  public,  was  the 
main  target  of  the  protest.  AZT, 
which  has  apparently  prolonged 
the  life  of  some  people  with  AIDS 
and  has  some  potentially  danger¬ 
ous  side  effects,  is  the  only  AIDS- 
related  drug  approved  by  the 
FDA.  It  is  now  being  made 
available  at  $188  a  bottle,  or  nearly 
$10,000  a  year  for  ongoing  treat¬ 
ment.  Since  the  demonstration, 
the  FDA  has  agreed  to  conduct 
studies  on  AL721  and  Ampligen, 
two  of  the  drugs  protesters  said 


to  grass  roots  politics.  In  1965,  he 
took  part  in  civil  rights  marches  in 
the  South. 

Britt  told  GCN,  “My  campaign 
comes  directly  out  of  a  network  of 
progressive  groups,  while  Nancy  is 
just  a  convenient  candidate  for  the 
mainstream.  The  idea  that  we 
must  somehow  be  connected  to  the 
party  is  homophobic.  Harvey 
Milk’s  message  was  to  rely  on  our 
own  power.  I  resent  the  claim  that 


should  be  made  widely  available. 

Eight  drugs  believed  to  be  safer 
than  AZT  have  yet  to  be  approved 
by  the  FDA,  according  to  gay  ac¬ 
tivist  Larry  Kramer.  In  a  March  23 
New  York  Times  op  ed  piece, 
Kramer  wrote,  “Doctors  wishing 
to  test  them  [the  eight  drugs]  have 
shown  me  the  thick  protocols 
they  have  submitted  to  the 
F.D.A.,  only  to  have  them  return¬ 
ed  again  and  again  with  petty  re¬ 
quests  for  the  rewriting  of  one 
sentence,  or  the  reversal  of  the 
order  of  several  sentences  or  the 
elimination  of  two  words.” 

Michael  Petrelis,  a  person  with 
AIDS  who  was  arrested  at  the  pro¬ 
test  and  a  member  of  the  Lavender 
Hill  Mob  activist  group,  ex¬ 
pressed  anger  that  he  cannot  ob¬ 
tain  AL721.  AL721,  which  has 
been  tested  at  the  Weizman  In¬ 
stitute  in  Israel,  is  derived  from  egg 
yolks  and  lecithin.  The  substance, 
which  is  thought  to  be  non-toxic, 
has  stopped  the  AIDS  virus  from 
attaching  itself  to  the  body’s 
T-cells  and  thereby  provided  extra 
energy  for  PWAs,  said  Petrelis. 

Petrelis  said  he  was  impressed 
with  the  level  of  cooperation  in  the 
New  York  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  evidenced  by  the  quick 
organization  of  the  demonstra¬ 
tion.  The  protest  was  set  up  in  less 
than  three  weeks  by  an  ad  hoc 
group  called  Act  Up,  following  a 
speech  by  Kramer  at  the  New  York 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  Center.  According  to 
Kramer,  Act  Up  will  continue 
AIDS-related  organizing,  possibly 
including  an  action  at  an  early 
June  Washington,  D.C.,  AIDS 
conference  for  scientists  world¬ 
wide.  People  who  want  to  get  in¬ 
volved  in  the  June  action  can  con¬ 
tact  Act  Up  c/o  the  Lavender  Hill 
Mob,  496 A  Hudson  St.,  Suite  G19, 
New  York,  New  York  10014. 

Kramer  said  he  sees  “a  lot  of 


their  power  is  effective  and  ours 
ineffective.  Every  environmental 
group,  the  majority  of  local  labor, 
local  politicians,  tenants  groups 
and  gay  people  support  me.  These 
people  are  what  really  constitute 
the  district.” 

However,  Coming  Up!,  a  gen¬ 
erally  progressive  Bay  Area  gay 
and  lesbian  paper,  endorsed  Pelosi 
for  Congress  while  sharply  criticiz- 
Continued  on  page  2 


anger  and  frustration  firing  up  the 
community.  [We]  don’t  know 
what  to  do  with  all  that  anger.  I 
don’t  know  where  all  this  is  going 
to  go  [but]  a  lot  of  good  feelings 
were  generated  at  the  Wall  Street 
demonstration.” 

Petrelis  said  he  is  encouraged 
that  “finally  people  are  realizing 
we’ve  got  to  be  arrested.  We’ve 
got  to  make  [those  in  power]  un¬ 
comfortable  to  save  our  lives.” 
However,  he  said  he  regretted  that 
marshalls  for  the  demonstation 
discouraged  other  people  from 
joining  those  who  were  blocking 
traffic.  “The  marshalls  had  been 
negotiating  with  the  police  [and 
made  it  clear]  that  just  a  small 
number  of  pre -trained  people 
should  be  arrested.  [But]  if  thirty 
more  people  wanted  to  get  arrested 
it  would  have  created  more  of  a  tie- 
up.  That’s  what  should  have 
been.”  Petrelis  expressed  concern 
that  “gay  leaders”  were  holding 
back  the  crowd’s  anger. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Protesters  block  traffic  on  Broad¬ 
way,  NY,  March  24. 


“Repugnant,  but  not  obscene” 

Ontario  Court  Overturns 
Ban  on  Joy  of  Gay  Sex 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

TORONTO  —  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  may  be 
repugnant  to  heterosexuals,  but  it  is  not  obscene, 
according  to  a  March  20  ruling  by  the  District 
Court  of  Ontario. 

The  decision  handed  down  by  Judge  Bruce 
Hawkins  ends  a  ban  on  the  book  enforced  by 
Canada  Customs  since  last  April  (See  GCN,  Vol 
14,  No.  27).  The  ban  was  based  on  Customs’  deter¬ 
mination  that  depictions  or  descriptions  of  “bug¬ 
gery”  —  anal  sex  —  violates  Canada’s  obscenity 
legislation. 

Hawkins  stated  that  Customs  had  misinter¬ 
preted  the  obscenity  law,  which  states  that 
materials  may  be  prohibited  if  their  dominant 
characteristic  is  the  “undue  exploitation  of  sex,  or 
of  sex  and  any  one  or  more  of  the  following  sub¬ 
jects,  namely  crime,  horror,  cruelty  and  violence.” 

According  to  Hawkins,  “[The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex] 
deals  rationally  and  unsensationally  with  the  sex¬ 
ual  practices  of  a  substantial  segment  of  the  male 
population. 

“However  repugnant  the  concept  of  anal  sex 
may  be  to  the  heterosexual  observer,  it  is,  I  find, 
the  central  sexual  act  of  homosexual  practice.  To 
write  about  homosexual  practices  without  dealing 
with  anal  intercourse  would  be  equivalent  to 
writing  a  history  of  music  and  omitting  Mozart.” 

Hawkin’s  ruling  appears  to  effectively  deny 
other  prohibitions  by  Customs  based  on  the  equa¬ 
tion  of  anal  sex  and  obscenity.  Representatives  of 
Toronto’s  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  which  brought 
Customs  to  court  on  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  ban,  ex¬ 
pressed  guarded  optimism  that  the  decision  will 
halt  seizures  of  at  least  some  gay /lesbian  material 
bound  for  Canada.  “The  effect  will  be  that  that 
part  of  the  guidelines  Customs  uses  to  stop  gay 


books  depicting  or  describing  anal  sex  can  no 
longer  be  justified.”  said  Charles  Campbell, 
lawyer  for  Glad  Day. 

“But  the  only  test  is  in  the  pudding,”  said  Jearld 
Moldenhauer,  owner  of  Glad  Day.  “We’ve  sig¬ 
naled  for  shipment  from  various  sources  —  of 
both  magazines  and  books.  We’ll  just  have  to  see 
what  they  do.” 

Campbell  added  that  other  aspects  of  Customs 
interpretation  of  obscenity  law,  including 
guidelines  barring  descriptions  or  depictions  of 
dildoes,  submission,  bondage,  spanking,  display  of 
fecal  matter,  etc.  are  used  to  censor  gay/lesbian 
material. 

Hawkins  did  not  rule  on  the  part  of  the  suit 
charging  that  the  obscenity  law  and  the  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  it  in  the  Customs  Tariff  Act  violate  con¬ 
stitutional  guarantees  of  equality  and  freedom  of 
expression. 

Even  more  alarming,  said  Campbell,  is  a  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  in  Parliament  to  the  obscenity 
legislation.  Drafts  of  the  amendment  show  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  prohibit  depictions  of  “anything  that 
shows  sexual  connection:  oral,  genital,  animals 
and  people,”  and  even  heterosexual  intercourse, 
said  Campbell.  On  the  other  hand,  the  proposed 
revision  appears  to  loosen  up  restrictions  against 
sexually  explicit  writing.  Campbell  said  the  pro¬ 
posed  changes  are  the  subject  of  “great  debate  in 
the  country.  The  writers  are  up  in  arms.”  A  vote 
on  the  amendment  is  not  yet  scheduled. 

In  the  meantime,  gay  activists  face  a  new  dilem¬ 
ma  —  whether  to  continue  to  fight  current  censor¬ 
ship  by  Customs  or  to  reserve  their  energy  for 
fighting  enactment  of  the  law. 

—filed  from  Boston  , 


How  long  before  AIDS  treatments  are  approved? 

NY  Protesters  Rip  FDA 


Demonstrators  at  Wall  St.  sit-in,  NY,  March  24. 
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quote  of  the  week 

“I  feel  sorry  for  male  homosexuals  who  were 
dealt  more  feminine  genes  than  they  need,  and  angry 
and  somewhat  repulsed  by  those  who  choose 
homosexuality  for  kicks.” 

—  CBS  commentator  Andy 
Rooney,  responding  to  a  letter  from  Alan  L.  Light  of 
Moline,  III.,  criticizing  Rooney  fora  Feb.  10  column  he 
wrote  about  the  death  of  Liberace,  according  to  the 
weekly  news  of  Miami. 


report  on  aids  ed.  for  people  of  color 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  National  AIDS  Net¬ 
work  has  released  its  report  on  “AIDS  Education  and 
Support  Services  to  Minorities:  A  Survey  of  Communi¬ 
ty  Based  AIDS  Services  Providers.”  The  report  was 
compiled  by  Gilberto  Gerald,  Director  of  Minority  Af¬ 
fairs  for  the  National  AIDS  Network. 

“Minorities  with  AIDS  are  victims  of  a  health  care 
system  that  has  always  put  minorities  at  a  great 
disadvantage,  as  documented  in  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment’s  Report  of  the  Secretary’s  Task  Force  on  Black 
and  Minority  Health  (Jan.  ’86).  This  creates  a  very 
bleak  picture  for  the  future  of  the  minority  community 
with  respect  to  the  AIDS  crisis,”  says  Gerald.  “A 
Black  woman  is  13  times  more  likely  than  a  white 
woman  to  contract  AIDS.  There  is  a  desperate  need 
for  risk-reduction  information  targeted  at  minority 
communities.” 

Copies  of  the  report  can  be  obtained  by  sending 
$25  to  the  National  AIDS  Network,  1012  14th  St.  N.W., 
Suite  601,  Washington,  D.C.  20005. 

*  *  * 

national  aids  network  awards  grants 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The.  National  AIDS  Net¬ 
work  (NAN)  has  awarded  grants  to  18  community- 
based  AIDS  service  organizations.  The  grants  will 
fund  programs  that  provide  direct  services  to  People 
with  AIDS.  Funds  for  the  grants  were  provided  by  the 
Stamp  Out  AIDS  program. 

The  Stamp  Out  AIDS  awards  help  to  fund  pro¬ 
grams  like  the  “Stone  Soup”  pantry  at  the  AIDS  Foun¬ 
dation  in  Houston.  The  pantry  was  created  to  supple¬ 
ment  the  dietary  needs  of  PWAs  because  of  the 
limited  SSI/SSD  available  in  Texas.  Over  50  PWAs  use 
this  program  on  a  regular  basis.  The  grant  will  help 
fund  the  purchase  of  a  large  commercial  cooler  so 
that  the  pantry  can  increase  the  availability  of 
perishable  foodstuffs.  One  client  stated,  “I  only  get 
$17  a  month  in  food  stamps  and  I  can’t  buy  dog  food 
for  that.  If  it  hadn’t  been  for  the  food  bank,  I  would 
have  starved.” 

Applications  for  the  next  funding  cycle  are  due 
May  12,  1987.  Only  AIDS  service  organizations  may 
apply  for  these  grants.  For  further  information  and 
grant  applications,  please  contact  Paul  Kawata  at 
(202)  347-0390. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


lewd  behavior’  on  the  marina  green 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Police  have  arrested  56 
men  for  allegedly  soliciting  sex  or  engaging  in  “lewd 
behavior”  at  a  public  restroom  on  the  Marina  Green,  a 
public  area  on  San  Francisco  Bay. 

According  to  the  Advocate ,  police  say  that  two 
teachers,  two  retired  army  officers,  and  many  “af¬ 
fluent”  people  were  among  those  arrested. 

All  56  men,  who  were  arrested  over  a  three-week 
period  in  December,  were  ordered  to  appear  in  court. 
According  to  local  observers,  however,  it  is  quite 
unlikely  that  any  of  the  alleged  offenders  will  be  pro¬ 
secuted. 

—  Martin  Heggestad 


ride  the  lesbian/gay  train 

BOSTON  —  Local  lesbians  and  gay  men  plan¬ 
ning  to  join  the  April  25  Washington  D.C.  March  for 
Justice  and  Peace  in  Central  America  and  Southern 
Africa  can  catch  a  train  from  Boston  on  April  24  at 
9:30  p.m.  The  train  will  include  a  lesbian  and  gay  car 
and  a  women’s  car.  For  more  information  call  Cathy 
at  (617)  354-2169. 

—Kim  Westheimer 


red  sox  fans  won’t  drink  coors 

BOSTON  —  Coors  beer  will  no  longer  be  sold  at 
Fenway  Park,  home  of  the  Boston  Red  Sox  baseball 
team.  The  move  to  ban  Coors  came  as  a  result  of 
negotiations  between  openly  gay  City  Councillor 
David  Scondras,  Fenway  Park  management,  and 
labor  union  representatives. 

The  management  of  Coors  beer,  which  is  accus¬ 
ed  of  being  racist,  homophobic  and  anti-Semitic,  is 
the  target  of  an  ongoing  nationwide  boycott.  “Boston 
baseball  fans  should  not  be  subsidizing  a  terrorist 
war  in  Central  America,”  said  Scondras,  referring  to 
the  Coors'  family  funding  of  contras.  “Nor  should 
they  help  support  a  family  that  is  dedicated  to  attack¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  gay  people,  Blacks,  women  and 
unions.” 

“Councillor  Scondras  has  shown  that  together 
working  people,  gay  people,  and  all  those  struggling 
for  social  justice  can  win,”  said  Dominic  Bozzotto, 
head  of  Local  26  of  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Employees  Union.  Bozzotto  urged  activists  in  other 
cities  to  investigate  beer  sales  in  their  local  sports 
parks  and  arenas  to  see  if  Coors  is  being  sold. 

—Kim  Westheimer 


in  honor  of  sage 

BOSTON  —  A  day  has  been  named  in  honor  of 
one  of  the  co-founders  of  the  New  York  City-based 
SAGE  (Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment). 

On  March  25,  the  Boston  City  Council  passed  a 
resolution  to  make  that  day  Chris  Almvig  day.  The 
resolution  commended  SAGE  for  its  services  to  older 
lesbians  and  gay  men  as  well  as  its  nationwide  con¬ 
sultation  services. 

The  resolution  was  filed  by  gay  City  Councillor, 
David  Scondras. 

—Kim  Westheimer 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Demonstrators  at  Harvey  Milk 
Plaza  protest  KQED’s  pledge  drive  on  March  14, 
charging  the  public  station  is  homophobic.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  32)  From  left,  two  gay  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence,  Cheryl  Rosenthal  of  Gay  Cable 
TV,  and  Miss  Media  Bias  (Gilbert  Baker).  Efforts  to 
negotiate  a  change  in  programming  policy  and  per¬ 
sonnel  at  KQED  appear  to  be  at  a  standstill. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


chronicle  won’t  include  lovers’ 
names  in  obits 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  San  Francisco  Chroni¬ 
cle  has  announced  that  it  will  no  longer  list  the  names 
of  surviving  lovers  in  death  notices,  according  to  the 
Advocate. 

The  editors  have  stated  that,  following  “objec- 
tins  by  relatives  when  non-relatives  were  listed  as  sur¬ 
vivors,”  the  paper  will  now  publish  only  the  names  of 
immediate  blood  relatives  and  legal  spouses. 

Openly  gay  reporter  Randy  Shilts  said  he  was 
surprised  by  the  announcement,  which  restates  an 
already  existing  but  frequently  disregarded  policy  of 
the  newspaper.  Shilts  noted  that  he  has  included  the 
names  of  gay  survivors  “in  more  obituaries  than  I  can 
count”  over  the  past  few  years. 

—Martin  Heggestad 


swiss  lesbians  win  court  battle 

GENEVA  —  Three  of  the  organizers  for  last 
year’s  International  Lesbian  Conference  have  been 
acquitted  of  police  charges  of  demonstrating  without 
a  permit. 

According  to  Outwrite  of  London,  the  women  had 
organized  a  demonstration  for  lesbians’  right  to 
political  asylum.  When  summoned  to  court  on  the 
charges,  they  argued  that  police  were  attempting  to 
limit  their  freedom  of  expression.  The  court  acquitted 
the  lesbian  organizers,  and  instructed  Swiss  police  to 
pay  all  court  costs  incurred  by  the  three  women. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


fat  feminist  conference 

NORWALK,  CT  —  The  “Fat  Feminist  Con¬ 
ference”  convened  here  over  the  weekend  of  March 
25,  26,  according  to  the  New  York  Times. 

Sponsored  by  the  National  Association  to  Aid 
Fat  Americans,  which  was  formed  in  1969  to  fight 
discrimination  against  fat  people,  the  event  drew  40 
women.  All  of  the  women  described  discrimination 
against  them,  including  denial  of  employment  based 
on  their  weight.  Others  spoke  of  addiction  to  am¬ 
phetamines  —  drugs  which  supposedly  promote 
weight  loss  —  of  endless,  useless  dieting,  constant 
ridicule  and  of  enduring  dangerous  operations  such 
as  stomach  stapling. 

However,  many  women  said  “fat”  is  no  longer  a 
dirty  word  to  them.  After  years  of  obsessing  about 
their  weight  and  feeling  ashamed  of  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  they  have  grown  to  appreciate  their  bodies. 
Some  said  they  would  no  longer  choose  to  be  thin, 
even  if  they  could  be  so  without  pain,  overnight.  “I’m 
very  enthusiastic  about  being  fat,”  said  Ruby  Green- 
wald  of  Delmar,  NY,  “I  was  meant  to  be  fat.”  Susan 
Mason,  who  had  her  stomach  stapled  five  years  ago, 
resulting  in  weight  loss  and  a  number  of  infections, 
said  she  finally  came  to  realize  there  was  nothing 
wrong  with  being  fat.  “Being  fat  is  part  of  who  I  am,” 
she  said. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


pwa  arrested  for  ‘spreading’  aids 

BONN,  West  Germany  —  A  retired  U.S.  Army 
Sargeant  who  has  AIDS  has  been  arrested  in  the 
Bavarian  city  of  Nuremburg  for  allegedly  spreading 
the  disease  to  sexual  partners,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times. 

The  man,  who  is  said  to  be  bisexual,  was  working 
as  a  cook.  His  name  has  not  been  revealed,  nor  is  it 
known  whether  he  practiced  safer  sex  with  his  part¬ 
ners,  or  whether  the  partners  became  infected  with 
HIV. 

He  has  been  charged  with  causing  “bodily  harm” 
to  others,  and  could  face  a  five-year  prison  sentence. 
This  is  the  first  time  someone  has  been  arrested  in 
West  Germany  for  allegedly  spreading  AIDS. 

—  Martin  Heggestad 


gay  advocate  for  mass.  a.g. 

BOSTON  —  The  State  Attorney  General’s  office 
has  hired  an  advocate  to  focus  on  lesbian  and  gay, 
elderly  and  health  care  issues. 

Ray  Gottwald,  president  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
Bay  State  Democratic  Club,  was  hired  as  Special 
Assistant  for  Community  Outreach  by  Attorney 
General  James  Shannon  last  month.  Gottwald 
formerly  served  as  Grants  Manager  at  Boston’s 
Department  of  Elder  Affairs. 

Gottwald  said  he  expects  to  “serve  as  a  link  bet¬ 
ween  organizations  and  advocacy  groups  to  make 
sure  [their]  positions  are  heard  in  the  administration.” 
In  addition,  Gottwald  is  planning  to  develop  educa¬ 
tional  forums  to  let  people  know  what  the  Attorney 
General’s  office  does. 

Gottwald  said  he  has  already  begun  to  work 
against  HIV  testing  by  insurance  companies  and  for 
the  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill. 

—Kim  Westheimer 

news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 


Britt’s  Run:  Reaping  Unity  or  Acrimony? 

Continued from  page  1 


ing  Britt  in  a  story  titled,  “The 
Trouble  With  Harry.”  The  author 
of  the  story,  Coming  Up!  editor 
Kim  Corsaro,  claims  that  the  pa¬ 
per  has  been  the  victim  of  attacks 
perpetuated  by  supporters  of  Britt 
since  the  story  first  appeared  in  the 
March  issue. 

A  cartoon  in  the  San  Francisco 
Sentinel,  a  gay  paper  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  labeled  Corsaro  “that  in¬ 
credible  cow  woman,  visible  by 
virtue  of  her  incredible  hulk,”  in 
response  to  her  criticism  of  Britt. 

Corsaro  believes  that  the  Britt' 


campaign,  as  well  as  the  gay  male 
community  supporting  him,  has 
exhibited  misogynist  overtones. 
“Harry  has  always  been  in  the 
middle  of  community  divi¬ 
sions  ....  The  sexism  unleashed  in 
his  name  has  been  unbelievable. 
They  are  treating  Nancy  as  a  rich 
bitch  who  has  never  held  a  job  in  > 
her  life  after  she  has  done  so  much. 
This  sexism  approaches  the  level  of 
anti-Semitism  that  came  out  of 
Farrakhan’s  mouth.”  Corsaro 
said  that  2,000  copies  of  Coming 
Up!  have  been  stolen,  advertisers 


threatened  and  writers  harassed  as 
a  result  of  her  criticism  of  Britt. 

The  Coming  Up!  editorial,  a 
story  by  New  York  Native  writer 
Ron  Baker,  “Hope  or  Hoax  for 
the  Gay  Community,”  and  several 
other  sources  in  the  community 
have  questioned  Britt’s  compet¬ 
ence  and  integrity.  The  critics  cite 
a  poor  leadership  record  on  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  in  the 
community.  They  say  that  he  has 
failed  on  several  important  issues, 
such  as  enacting  a  domestic  part¬ 
ners’  bill  and  stopping  the  closing 


of  local  bathhouses.  Furthermore, 
say  the  critics,  he  has  undermined 
the  rise  of  other  gay  politicians  and 
“sold  out”  to  conservative  in¬ 
terests  for  votes. 

For  example,  they  cite  the  case 
of  San  Francisco  mayoral  candid¬ 
ate  John  Molinari.  Molinari,  an 
admitted  friend  of  the  downtown 
development  interests  that  Britt 
has  long  opposed,  allegedly  swap¬ 
ped  an  endorsement  of  Britt  for 
Congress  in  return  for  Britt’s  sup¬ 
port  of  his  race  for  Mayor.  Britt  is 
thus  accused  of  abandoning  his  al¬ 


ly  and  long-time  friend  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community,  Art 
Agnos,  who  he  had  been  en¬ 
couraging  to  run  for  Mayor.  In  an 
interview  at  the  Democratic 
Socialists  of  America  Office  in 
Boston,  Britt  told  GCN  these 
allegations  are  “stupid”  and  that 
he  would  rather  focus  on  the  real 
issues  of  the  campaign. 

Despite  the  criticism,  the  San 
Francisco  community  has  been  re- 

Continued  on\page  11 
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Employer  Found  Guilty  of  Bias  against  PWA 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts 
Commission  Against  Discrimina¬ 
tion  (MCAD)  has  ruled  in  favor  of 
a  man  who  said  his  employer  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  returning  to  work 
because  he  has  AIDS. 

On  March  17,  MCAD  Commis¬ 
sioner  Franklin  Hurst  declared 
that  there  was  sufficient  evidence 
to  determine  that  the  Worcester 
County  Institution  for  Savings  dis¬ 
criminated  against  Steven  Dutil  on 
the  basis  of  a  perceived  handicap. 
MCAD  spokesperson  Judith 
Wright  said  Dutil,  who  had  told 
bank  employees  he  had  AIDS,  was 
informed  in  November  of  last  year 
that  he  could  not  return  to  work, 
despite  his  doctor’s  insistence  that 
he  was  able  to  work.  The  bank, 
which  offered  Dutil  medical 
coverage  and  full  pay,  also  refused 


to  let  Dutil  work  from  his  home. 
Bank  spokespeople  were  not 
available  for  comment. 

On  November  21,  Dutil  met 
with  the  company  vice-president 
who  “informed  him  he  would  not 
be  allowed  to  return  to  work 
because  there  were  too  many 
unknown  risks  in  transmission,” 
said  Wright.  He  was  told  that  the 
bank  president  had  made  the  deci¬ 
sion.  Dutil  later  met  with  the  presi¬ 
dent,  who  informed  him  he 
“would  be  a  risk  to  employees 
because  he  had  AIDS.” 

Dutil  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment. 

Within  90  days  following 
Hurst’s  ruling,  the  bank  must 
come  to  an  agreement  with  Dutil,  or 
the  case  will  be  sent  to  a  public 
hearing  before  a  judge.  “This  is  in 


conciliation,”  said  Wright.  “It’s 
not  at  a  stalemate.  People  are  talk¬ 
ing.”  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD)  are  representing  Dutil  in 
the  conciliation  process. 

While  MCAD  has  previously 
stated  that  AIDS  discrimination 
would  be  covered  by  state  handi¬ 
cap  law,  this  is  the  first  time  the 
commission  has  made  a  ruling  on 
such  a  case.  Eleven  other  AIDS 
discrimination  cases  have  been  fil¬ 
ed  with  MCAD.  Two  of  them, 
including  the  case  of  Paul  Cronan, 
a  telephone  company  employee 
who  regained  his  job  following  an 
out-of-court  settlement,  have  been 
heard  in  court.  Five  other  cases  are 
still  under  active  investigation  and 
the  remainder  were  settled  before  a 
finding  was  made. 


Most  people  who  have  been  dis¬ 
criminated  against  because  they 
have  AIDS  do  not  pursue  legal 
cases  against  their  employers,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Denise  McWilliams, 
director  of  GLAD’s  AIDS  Law 
Project.  In  the  past  six  months,  six 
people  have  approached  GLAD 
with  complaints,  and  only  two,  in¬ 
cluding  Dutil,  have  followed 
through  with  their  cases.  “My 
sense  is  they  don’t  [follow 
through]  due  to  a  variety  of 
reasons  —  time,  inclination  and 
lack  of  resources  an  individual 
might  think  is  necessary,”  said 
McWilliams. 


“Dealing  with  AIDS  is  dealing 
with  perceived  social  stigma.  Peo¬ 
ple  need  time  to  adapt  and  people 
often  don’t  feel  very  well.” 

McWilliams  said  MCAD  filed 
Dutil’s  complaint  with  un¬ 
precedented  speed.  Dutil  filed  his 
complaint  in  January  of  this  year. 
“It’s  not  uncommon  for  employ¬ 
ers  to  say  ‘Go  ahead  [file  a  com¬ 
plaint  with  MCAD]  —  three  years 
down  the  line  we’ll  deal  with  it,’  ” 
said  McWilliams.  “I  think  the 
MCAD  sent  the  word  out  to 
employers  that  they’re  not  going 
to  have  the  luxury  of  delaying 
[AIDS  discrimination  cases].” 


Boston  Police  Discuss 
Recruiting  Gay  Officers 


By  Nancy  De  Luca 
BOSTON  —  Representatives  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department  met 
March  30  with  members  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
to  discuss  recruitment  of  lesbian 
and  gay  police  officers  and  police 
response  to  anti-gay  violence 
Among  the  speakers  were  Captain 
Donald  Devine,  who  serves  as  the 
police  liaison  to  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community,  and  Sergeant 
William  Johnston  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  Disorders  Unit  (CDU). 
This  unit  has  recently  been  active 
in  broadening  the  interpretation  of 


gonna  hear  snickering  wherever 
you  go,”  but  that  the  department 
is  primarily  concerned  about  pro¬ 
fessionalism,  not  about  sexual 
preference. 

Devine  personally  didn’t  see  any 
advantage  in  having  openly  gay  of¬ 
ficers  on  the  force,  and  turned  the 
issue  over  to  the  audience  by  ask¬ 
ing  them,  “Why  don’t  the  gay  of¬ 
ficers  come  out?”  Members  of  the 
Alliance  reported  that  they  know 
of  several  gay  men  and  lesbians 
who  have  scored  well  on  the  en¬ 
trance  exam,  and  hope  to  become 


‘7  don't  think  my 

being  straight  offends  anyone  in 

the  [Boston  Police]  department . 
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— Capt.  Devine,  police  liaison 
to  the  gay  community 


Massachusetts  civil  rights  law  to 
include  protecton  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  from  homophobic  at¬ 
tacks. 

In  regard  to  recruitment  of 
openly  gay  and  lesbian  officers, 
Capt.  Devine  stated  that  efforts 
will  be  made  to  publicize  the  next 
police  examination,  which  will  oc¬ 
cur  sometime  next  year,  “to  the 
total  community.”  The  recruit¬ 
ment  process  typically  includes 
speaking  engagements  at  univer¬ 
sities  and  social  gatherings,  the 
distribution  of  brochures  in  areas 
populated  by  people  of  color  and 
advertisements  in  newspapers. 
Devine  said  the  department  would 
place  ads  in  GCN  and  Bay  Win¬ 
dows  and  attend  community 
events  to  encourage  gay  men  and 
lesbians  to  apply. 

When  asked  if  he  feels  limited  in 
his  role  as  liaison  because  he’s 
“straight-identified,”  Devine 
responded,  “I  don’t  think  my  be¬ 
ing  straight  offends  anyone  in  the 
department,”  and  that  he  does  not 
see  it  as  an  interference. 

Questions  from  the  audience 
focused  largely  on  harassment  of 
gay  officers  within  the  department 
and  training  officers  to  deal  with 
gay  and  lesbian  citizens  and  fellow 
officers. 

When  asked  if  there  was  institu¬ 
tionalized  homophobia  within  the 
department  which  keeps  gay  and 
lesbian  officers  from  coming  out, 
Devine  stressed  the  personal 
nature  of  anyone’s  decision  to 
come  out  in  their  workplace.  He 
said  he  did  not  see  a  link  between 
the  lack  of  openly  gay/lesbian  of¬ 
ficers  and  possible  homophobia  or 
lack  of  support  within  the  depart¬ 
ment.  When  asked  if  he  thought 
such  a  gay  officer  might  experience 
hostility,  Devine  said,  “No,  you’re 


Boston’s  first  openly  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  officers. 

Sergeant  Johnston  appeared  to 
have  a  stronger  sense  of  the  role 
openly  gay  officers  could  have  in 
the  community.  Stating  he  would 
personally  support  such  officers, 
he  said,  “Of  course  it  makes  a  dif¬ 
ference  [to  have  such  officers  on 
the  force].” 

Johnston  described  a  current 
case  in  Roxbury  court  which  could 
change  a  one-year  misdemeanor  to 
a  ten-year  felony  should  homo- 
phobic  attacks  be  considered  a 
civil  rights  violation.  The  general 
orders  given  to  officers  currently 
instruct  them  to  include  attacks 
based  on  sexual  orientation  as 
such  a  violation. 

Johnston  described  his  previous 
experience  as  a  decoy  with  the  Tac¬ 
tical  Patrol  Force  as  a  way  in 
which  he  became  sensitized  to 
violence  against  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Over  the  course  of  several 
years,  he  was  robbed  900  times, 
but  was  physically  assaulted  only 
when  he  was  seen  coming  out  of 
what  was  perceived  to  be  a  gay  bar. 
Stressing  the  violence  exhibited 
toward,  and  not  by  gays,  he  said, 
“on  detail  in  a  gay  bar,  I  thought  it 
was  a  night  off  and  a  night  out.  No 
one  ever  bothered  me  until  I  went 
outside.” 

When  questioned  about  in¬ 
cluding  a  specific  clause  in  police 
Rules  and  Regulations  prohibiting 
homophobic  remarks  and  actions 
by  officers,  both  Johnston  and 
Devine  said  such  a  rule  was  unnec¬ 
essary.  They  stated  that  an  act  of 
this  type  would  be  considered  “un¬ 
professional  behavior”  or  miscon¬ 
duct,  and  would  be  treated  in  the 
same  way  as  a  racist  remark  or  act. 
When  a  woman  in  the  audience 
responded  that  it  is  “no  longer 


chic  to  harass  people  of  color  or 
those  who  believe  in  a  certain 
religion,  but  it  is  considered  okay 
to  make  fun  of  gays  and  lesbians,” 
Johnston  reversed  himself.  He 
said  a  rule  prohibiting  homopho¬ 
bic  acts  should  be  spelled  out,  and 
pledged  to  bring  the  issue  before 
the  police  commissioner.  Johnston 
also  agreed  to  speak  with  the  com¬ 
missioner  in  an  effort  to  gain  state¬ 
wide  support  and  endorsements 
from  police  departments  for  the 
Massachusetts  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill. 

Both  Devine  and  Johnston 
stressed  the  importance  of  report¬ 
ing  all  homophobic  attacks  to  the 
police  department,  and  praised  the 
work  of  the  Alliance  in  getting  the 
community  to  come  forward.  The 
Public  Safety  Committee  of  the 
Alliance,  formed  last  November, 
has  been  involved  in  documenting 
incidents  of  homophobic  attacks, 
and  has  been  working  with  the 
police  department  on  recruitment 
of  openly  gay/lesbian  officers, 
and  the  preparation  of  training 
materials  about  anti-gay  violence 
for  officers  and  cadets.  Anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  working  on  any  aspect 
of  violence  directed  toward  the 
gay /lesbian  community  can  attend 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Public 
Safety  Committee,  April  9  at  7 
p.m.  at  7  Columbus  Square. 


Ark .  Students 
Lose  Bias  Suit 


By  Diana  Woodall 

FAYETTEVILLE,  AR  —  A 
federal  judge  ruled  March  23 
that  the  University  of  Arkansas 
did  not  violate  the  rights  of  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Student  As¬ 
sociation  (GLSA)  in  denying 
them  funding. 

GLSA  took  the  University  to 
court  after  Vice-Chancellor  of 
Student  Services  Lyle  Gohn 
refused  to  overturn  the  student 
senate’s  decision  to  deny  fund¬ 
ing  to  the  group  in  1985.  (See 
GCN,  Vol  14,  No.  29)  GLSA 
was  the  only  student  group  that 
met  all  funding  criteria  to  be 
denied  funds.  The  suit  sought 
protection  from  future  discrim¬ 
ination,  but  did  not  file  for 
damages. 

Judge  H.  Franklin  Waters 
affirmed  that  GLSA  has  a  right 
to  be  recognized  as  a  student 
organization  and  as  such  can¬ 
not  be  denied  use  of  campus 
buildings  and  bulletin  boards, 
but  said,  “The  courts  have 
stopped  short  of  including  the 
right  to  receive  funding  as  one 
of  the  associated  rights  due 
campus  organizations.” 

Judge  Waters  found  that 
“the  University  and  the  student 
government  have  a  legitimate 
interest  in  distributing  the 
funds  in  a  manner  that  is  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  campus  as  a 
whole....  The  denial  [of 
funds]  did  not  infringe  on 
GLSA’s  rights  but  merely  rep¬ 
resented  a  decision  by  the  [stu- 
deht]  senate  not  to  affirma¬ 


tively  aid  GLSA.”  And 
although  he  recognized  that  the 
issue  of  funding  denial  was  and 
is  an  ongoing  controversy,  he 
dismissed  the  suit  “with  pre¬ 
judice,”  meaning  it  can  never 
be  tried  again,  if  for  example, 
GLSA  is  denied  funding  again 
in  1988. 

Waters  added  that  “al¬ 
though  it  has  been  frequently 
advanced  in  the  last  several 
decades,  homosexuals  have  not 
been  determined  to  be  a  suspect 
class.”  In  legal  terms,  a  “sus¬ 
pect  class”  is  one  which  the 
courts  have  recognized  to  be  the 
object  of  discrimination. 
Because  gay  people  are  not  con¬ 
sidered  a  suspect  class.  Waters 
was  not  required  to  apply 
“strict  scrutiny”  to  determine 
if  discrimination  had  occurred, 
but  only  had  to  find  that  the 
university  had  a  “rational  ba¬ 
sis”  for  its  actions. 

Linda  Lovell,  legal  coordin¬ 
ator  and  past  president  of 
GLSA,  commented,  “We’ve 
now  been  given  the  opening  to 
[appeal  to]  St.  Louis  [Eighth 
Circuit  Court]  which  is  where 
we  wanted  to  go  in  the  first 
place.”  Current  GLSA  co¬ 
chair  Laurie  Morstad  called  the 
ruling  “dangerous,”  noting 
that  Judge  Waters  cited  the 
Georgia  sodomy  decision  of 
last  June  in  support  of  the  con¬ 
cept  that  homosexuals  can  be 
treated  differently  from  other 
groups. 


Dems.  Consider  Outreach 
to  Lesbian/Gay  Delegates 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  Democratic 
State  Committee  is  considering  a 
proposal  to  recruit  gay  men  and 
lesbians  as  delegates  to  the  1988 
Democratic  national  convention. 

A  similar  proposal  was  rejected 
by  the  Democratic  Committee  in 
1985. 

This  year’s  proposal,  put  forth 
by  the  state’s  delegate  selection 
committee,  is  based  on  a  national 
model  released  earlier  this  year  by 
the  Democratic  Party,  according 
to  James  Roosevelt,  chair  of  that 
committee.  It  has  a  greater  chance 
of  ratification  by  the  Democratic 
Committee,  said  Roosevelt,  be¬ 
cause  unlike  the  1985  proposal,  it 
does  not  amend  the  Committee’s 
charter  to  make  lesbians  and  gay 
men  a  permanent  target  group. 

Target  groups  in  the  charter,  in¬ 
cluding  women.  Blacks  and  Lat¬ 
inos,  are  recruited  through  a  for¬ 
mal  affirmative  action  plan.  While 
affirmative  action  would  not  apply 
to  gay  people  under  this  year’s 
proposal,  the  Committee  would 
publicize  the  delegate  selection 


process  and  instruct  members  to 
take  sexual  orientation  into  ac¬ 
count  when  voting  for  delegates, 
said  Roosevelt.  Getting  the  word 
out  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  would  be  accomplished  by 
sending  press  releases  to  lesbian 
and  gay  newspapers.  “We  don’t 
have  money  to  take  out  ads,” 
noted  Roosevelt. 

Reaction  to  the  proposal,  which 
is  in  a  public  comment  period,  has 
been  mixed,  said  Roosevelt.  There 
have  been  more  positive  than  neg¬ 
ative  reactions,  but  the  margin  bet¬ 
ween  the  two  is  small.  A  common 
negative  response  is  that  the  pro¬ 
posal  could  affect  the  success  of 
the  Democratic  ticket  nationwide. 
The  Democratic  Committee  will 
vote  on  the  proposal  on  April  5. 

Ray  Gottwald,  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  Bay  State  Democratic 
Club,  said  he  was  pleased  with  the 
proposal.  The  Bay  State  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Club,  which  was  officially 
recognized  by  the  Democratic 
Committee  in  December  of  last 
year,  will  urge  openly  lesbian  and 


gay  people  to  run  as  delegates.  The 
proposal  has  a  good  chance  of 
winning,  said  Gottwald,  because 
“the  Bay  State  Group  has  been 
visible  in  the  party  and  working 
closely  with  them  [over  the  past 
year].” 

Tony  Watson,  of  the  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Al¬ 
liance,  expressed  concern  that  this 
was  an  attempt  by  the  Dukakis  ad¬ 
ministration  and  supporters  to 
“snuggle  up”  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Dukakis,  who  has 
recently  announced  his  presiden¬ 
tial  candidacy,  has  received  exten¬ 
sive  criticism  from  the  gay 
community  for  his  role  in  enacting 
a  foster  care  policy  which  discrim¬ 
inates  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

“If  this  is  a  way  of  saying  we  still 
include  you  in  the  party,  forget 
it,”  said  Watson.  “This  is  not 
enough,  not  enough  for  me.  It’s 
like  saying  you  can  still  ride  the 
bus,  but  ride  in  the  back.” 
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A  Moving  Thank  You 

Well,  we're  moved,  and  we  couldn't  have  done  it  without  you.  We  can't 
possibly  thank  you  all  by  name  (some  of  you  were  simply  sweet  faces  briefly 
passing  through),  but  you  know  who  you  are:  hard-working,  devoted,  fun 
dykes  and  fags  who  donated  from  an  evening  to  a  week,  getting  us  through  it 
all  by: 

painting 

driving 

sweeping/cleaning 

supplying  munchies/  and  tunes 

building 

packing 

lending  cars  and  trucks 
hiking  up  and  down  stairs 
motivating 
donating  money 
helping  to  stall  the  eviction 
(we  won't  mention  the  overzealous 
volunteers  who  accidentally  snip¬ 
ped  the  phone  wires  and  alarm 
system  of  our  new  neighbors  ) 

And  while  we're  at  it,  kudos  to  the  performers,  producers  and  attendees 
of  LE  GAY  CABARET:  An  Evening  of  Lesbian  &  Gay  Entertainment, 
Sat.  March  14th.  A  wonderful  time  was  had  by  all  (especially  one  GCN  staffer 
who  noted  the  unusual  occurrence  of  radical  and  explicitly  sexual  gay  men 
and  lesbians  sharing  a  stage!).  We  raised  $4,858.22,  a  sum  which  did  much  to 
relieve  the  burden  of  moving,  and  demonstrated  that  our  community  can  sup¬ 
port  itself  and  can  have  a  blast  doing  it! 


long  time  passing  appropriate 


Dear  GCN: 

I  am  one  of  the  women  who  was  privileged  to 
tell  my  story  in  Long  Time  Passing:  Lives  of 
Older  Lesbians.  1  believe  that  the  book  review  by 
Cynthia  Rich  is  full  of  erroneous  assumptions 
and  incorrect  generalizations.  I  trust  there  will  be 
many  rebuttals  to  it. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Rich  is  still  pretty  much 
obsessed  with  her  war  against  ageism  and  that  she 
may  have  chosen  this  medium  to  again  agitate  for 
that  cause,  a  cause  she  and  Barbara  McDonald  di¬ 
rected  their  attention  to  in  the  book  Look  Me  in 
the  Eye.  I  do  not  think  that  the  main  theme  of 
Long  Time  Passing  is  ageism,  not  shoud  it  be. 
Perhaps  the  book  title  should  have  left  out  the 
word  “Older.” 


Marcy  Adelman  is  not  a  gerontologist  and  she 
didn’t  claim  to  be.  She  is  a  therapist  and  was  very 
supportive  and  helpful  to  me  in  the  telling  of  my 
story.  In  these  oral  histories  of  some  of  we  women 
who  are  no  longer  young,  “passing”  may  not 
have  been  our  only  concern,  but  it  pretty  obvious¬ 
ly  was  one  of  our  concerns  and  I  for  one  find  the 
title  appropriate. 

I  do  not  feel  that  the  book  demeans  me  because 
I  am  over  70,  and  since  it  was  not  written  ex¬ 
clusively  for  old  lesbians,  the  inclusion  of  advice 
to  younger  lesbians  is  not  inappropriate.  At  any 
rate,  the  younger  woman  I  live  with  appreciated 
the  added  material  very  much. 

Mary  Flick 
San  Francisco,  CA 


hard  for  prisoners  to  be  friends/lovers 


Dear  GCN: 

Many  times  while  enjoying  my  issues  of  GCN  I 
desired  to  comply  with  your  appeal  as  to  why  it  is 
seemingly  difficult  for  gay /lesbian  prisoners  to  be 
friends/lovers  with  each  other.  However,  so 
much  of  a  combination  of  happiness  and  sadness 
has  been  going  on  in  my  life,  not  to  mention  my 
struggles  with  college,  that,  perhaps  selfishly,  I 
just  never  took  the  time  to  assist  in  your  call. 

My  life  here  in  prison  of  late  has  been  one 
gigantic  roller  coaster  ride  of  ups  and  downs. 
Oftentimes  finding  myself  with  feelings  of  extreme 
loneliness  and  depression,  I  reached  out  to  others 
who’d  know  and  could  relate  to  those  feelings. 
What  better  people  to  reach  out  to  than  my 
brothers  and  sisters  in  prison.  I’ve  written 
numerous  people  through  the  penpal  section  and 
got  varied  responses.  One  of  those  I’m  still 
writing  to  is  a  lesbian  prisoner  in  Nevada.  We 
found  common  interests  in  many  areas,  including 
that  we  are  both  single  parents,  but  otherwise 
alone.  No  real  family  or  outside  friends  from  our 
youths  to  speak  of.  So  as  our  correspondence  in¬ 
creased  we  began  to  cling  to  each  other  and  be 
protective.  Besides  our  children,  she  became  to 
me  the  only  family  I  had. 

During  our  correspondence,  without  thinking, 
I  sent  her  something  that  almost  got  her  in  trouble 
with  the  administration  of  her  prison  and  made 
her  a  bit  upset  with  me.  Although  she  was 
justifiably  angry,  I  never  got  the  impression  that 
she  would  not  write  again. 

I  wrote  her,  apologizing  for  my  thoughtlessness 
and  have  written  her  four  times  since,  but  to  this 
date  still  haven’t  heard  from  her.  Then,  upon 
receiving  a  recent  issue  of  GCN  I  noticed  she  had 
a  penpal  ad,  specifying  ‘No  males’.  Like  a  slap  in 
the  face,  this  ad  struck  me  directly  in  the  heart 
and  I  cried  from  the  very  moment  I  saw  it  until  I 
finally  fell  asleep  at  some  time  after  3am.  My  real 
love  for  her  is  the  type  of  love  one  would  have  for 
a  brother  or  sister.  She  knew  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning  that  I’m  a  male-female  pre-operative 
transsexual,  which  obviously  didn’t  bother  her 
since  we  have  been  writing  for  over  a  year. 

But,  what  has  this  got  to  do  with  your  question 
as  to  “why  are  gay/lesbian  prisoners  so  often  un¬ 
willing  to  be  friends/lovers?” 

Well,  like  any  other  prisoner,  gay,  lesbian,  and 
transsexual  prisoners  NEED  support.  Some  of  us 
become  so  desperate  that  we  inflate  the  images  of 
ourselves  to  those  outside,  just  to  be  or  feel  this 
support  (or  love).  After  much  rejection  from 
those  on  the  outside,  who  don’t  take  the  time  to 


understand  our  position,  but  instead  listen  to  the 
1  out  of  10  stories  of  having  been  used  by  a 
prisoner  in  some  way,  we  turn  to  each  other,  and 
sometimes  out  of  bitterness,  play  vicious  head 
games.  Or  out  of  hurt  take  out  our  frustrations 
upon  each  other.  And  then,  prison  life  isn’t  very 
different  from  the  struggles  in  the  (so-called)  free 
world  . . .  except  our  confrontations  with  the 
phobias  and  other  evils  are  more  intense.  Death’s 
spirit  is  literally  an  ever  present  reality  here,  more 
constant  and  frightening  everyday  than  outside; 
and  though  I  need  the  comforts  of  a  human  be¬ 
ing,  whether  in  or  out  of  prison,  do  you  think 
another  prisoner  wants  to  be  reminded  of  these 
ills  and  evils?  Others,  like  myself,  might  form  a 
bond  with  a  prisoner  in  another  prison,  but  then 
if  something  happens  to  that  friend  we  become 
very  frustrated  and  feel  desperately  helpless  when 
we’re  unable  to  be  right  there  for  our  friend  in 
their  time  of  need. 

And  in  our  own  prisons,  there  are  the  frustra¬ 
tions  and  cattiness  of  “part-time”  gays  and  les¬ 
bians.  You  try  not  to  get  involved  with  these 
types,  but  sometimes  you  do.  Then,  after  the  pro¬ 
mises  of  eternal  devotion  (theirs),  they’re  releas¬ 
ed,  and  you  never  hear  from  them,  or  maybe  once 
or  twice.  This  is  what  my  friend  went  through, 
and  I  had  a  picture  of  her  lover  here.  When  I 
heard  about  it,  all  I  could  think  of  was  that  this 
bitch  hurt  my  sister.  I  was  hurt.  I  was  angry.  I 
cried  a  lot  for  my  sister.  I  wanted  to  hurt  R.  (my 
friend’s  lover).  But  all  I  could  do  was  angrily  burn 
the  picture  my  friend  had  sent  me  of  R.  hoping  R. 
could  feel  the  heat;  and  then  I  absent-mindedly 
sent  the  ashes  to  my  friend  to  share  with  her  how  I 
felt,  not  meaning  to  get  her  in  trouble.  But  in  so 
doing  I  forgot  every  prison  correspondence  office 
opens  incoming  mail  for  possible  contraband  and 
the  administration  there  had  a  glorified  shit-fit 
upon  discovering  these  ashes  in  a  separate 
envelope  to  which  I’d  labeled  “Corpse  of  a  dead 
person  inside.” 

Compile  all  of  this  and  you’ll  see  that  prison 
life  is  a  constant  struggle.  Friendships  are  often 
very  difficult,  surviving  rarely,  precious  and 
cherished  when  real. 

Can  you  understand  my  confusion  and  pain? 
Thank  you  for  your  question  and  your  listening  to 
my  working  out  my  response  (for  the  moment). 
Vastoria  January 
c/o  Keith  Tyler,  81A  3981 
Box  149 

Attica,  NY  14011 


GCN’s  new  address  is: 


62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

(Phone  number  is  the  same.)  Come  by  if 
you  ’re  in  the  neighborhood  and  see  our 
lavender  space! 


such  chutzpah  in 
long  time  review 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  one  of  the  contributors  to  Long  Time 
Passing:  Lives  of  Older  Lesbians.  I  was  astonish¬ 
ed  at  the  carping  in  Ms.  Rich’s  book  review 
printed  recently  in  GCN  (Vol.  14,  No.  30). 

Such  chutzpah  emerging  from  the  mind  of  the 
reviewer,  a  woman  of  54  who  feels  she  has  floated 
up  to  the  plateaus  of  lesbians!  She  scratches  her 
pen  in  fury  about  several  things  in  the  book,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  use  of  the  word  “older.”  Ms.  Rich 
says  flatly  that  the  category  of  “older”  is  vague, 
“as  if  there  were  no  difference  between  50  and 
80... the  term  ‘older’  is  a  euphemism  which 
creates  confusion.”  She  suggests  use  of  the  word 
“old,”  but  does  not  make  any  clearer  distinction 
between  women  60,  70  or  80  years  old.  And  there 
is  a  difference,  Ms.  Rich!  I  know  because  I  am  70. 

Ms.  Rich  raises  a  hue  and  cry  because  this  book 
was  researched,  nurtured  over  a  period  of  years, 
and  compiled  by  Marcy  Adelman,  a  mere  babe  of 
40,  who  also  has  the  affrontery  to  announce  her 
doctorate.  Why  should  she  speak  for  older  les¬ 
bians,  Ms.  Rich  cries  out,  insisting  that  when 
Adelman  does,  she  and  her  other  younger  profes¬ 
sional  friends  are  merely  being  patronizing. 

I  find  these  criticism  irrelevant,  to  say  the  least, 
and  at  best  insulting.  The  issue  is  clear.  The  book 
is  the  story  of  struggle,  pain,  confusion,  isolation 
of  women  who  grew  up  in  the  ’30s,  ’40s  and  ’50s 
and  felt  their  closest,  most  loving  feelings  were 
with  other  women.  They  had  the  courage  to  dig 
into  the  wells  of  their  earlier  experiences,  think 
deeply  about  themselves,  and  through  the  printed 
word  communicate  their  stories.  These  stories  are 
flesh  and  blood  on  the  skeleton  of  academic  in¬ 
formation  and  statistics.  Read  the  introduction, 
Ms.  Rich!  Marcy  Adelman  spent  five  or  six  years 
interviewing,  giving  patiently  of  her  time  and 
talents  so  that  the  22  women  in  the  book  are  eased 
out  of  their  closets  and  speak  their  own  voices. 
Now  other  women  who  read  the  book  can  res¬ 
pond  with  a  sense  of  wonder,  a  sense  of  relief. 

I  found  my  own  experience  in  writing  about 
events  in  my  life  a  painful  process.  I  know  this 
was  true  of  many  of  the  other  women  who  wrote 
their  stories,  some  quite  reluctantly.  We  were  en¬ 
couraged  and  supported  to  share  ourselves  with 
our  community. 

Why,  oh  why,  Ms.  Rich,  do  we  have  to  wait  for 
women  of  60,  70  or  80  to  do  the  research,  the  in¬ 
terviews,  and  the  editing  for  such  a  book?  How 
invalidated  are  the  stories  because  of  the  suppor¬ 
tive  help,  encouragement,  and  even  guidance  of  a 
number  of  professional  women  in  their  forties?  It 
is  like  saying  that  if  a  woman  has  not  physically 
given  birth  to  a  child,  she  has  no  understanding  of 
what  caring  for  and  loving  a  child  can  mean.  We 
know  this  is  not  true.  And  how  sad  it  would  be  if  it 
were!  We  would  all  be  living  like  separate  creat¬ 
ures  shielded  against  each  other,  with  no  ability  to 
empathize,  to  feel  love  or  pain  for  anyone  dif¬ 
ferent  in  age  or  texture  from  ourselves! 

Ms.  Rich  concludes  that  “ Long  Time  Passing  is 
a  book  to  be  read  for  two  reasons:  to  know  more 
about  the  lives  of  lesbians  and  to  study  in-depth 
the  dangers  of  professionalism  in  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity,  and  the  ways  in  which  old  lesbians  are 
disempowered  by  it.  We  wait  for  an  anthology  of 
mid-life  lesbians  written  by  and  for  mid-life  les¬ 
bians,  an  anthology  of  old  lesbians  by  and  for  old 
lesbians. ...” 

The  professionalism  that  Marcy  Adelman  and 
the  doctor,  lawyer  and  social  worker  contribute 
to  the  book  seems  to  me  to  be  a  special  gift  of  car¬ 
ing.  Ms.  Rich,  when  you  are  75,  will  you  live  in  a 
world  exclusively  of  75-year-olds?  Will  you  take 
your  nurturance  solely  from  them,  because  they 
are  your  age,  therefore  the  only  ones  who  can 
love,  care  for  or  speak  for  you?  I  certainly  hope 
not. 

It  is  the  special  chemistry  between  age  groups 
that  often  illuminates  the  vision  of  each. 

Elena  Howard 
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Speaking  Out - 

Lesbians  and  Gays  of  Color: 

Our  Take  on  the  1986  International  Conference 

By  Debra  O  ’Gara,  Yolanda  A  laniz,  Nancy  Kato  and  Merle  Woo 


If  the  1986  International  Lesbian  and  Gay  People  of  Color  Conference  is  any 
indication,  a  lot  of  people  in  our  movement  are  ready  to  take  political  action  against  the 
reactionary  forces  that  are  building  against  us.  They  have  taken  the  political  temperature  of 
the  times  and  realize  that  the  time  is  past  for  conferences  that  offer  little  more  than  the 
opportunity  to  meet  old  friends  and  talk  shop. 

The  theme  of  this  conference  was  “Joining  Our  Struggles:  Making  Our  Future.”  The 
conference  itself  was  sponsored  by  Gay  &  Lesbian  Latinos  Unidos  (GLUU),  a  group  of  wo¬ 
men  and  men  based  in  Los  Angeles  who  also  produce  a  monthly  newsletter  and  radio  show. 
GLLU  deserves  tremendous  thanks  for  the  considerable  time,  effort,  and  money  they  put 
out  to  organize  a  conference  of  this  magnitude. 

This  was  the  fourth  conference  of  lesbians  and  gays  of  color  and  the  first  international 
one.  Two  hundred  people  attended.  They  came  from  Mexico,  London,  and  all  over  the  U.S. 
Attendees  included  Latinos  and  Chicanos,  Mexicanos,  Asian  Americans,  Fillipinos,  Puerto 
Ricans,  Blacks  and  Cubans.  A  variety  of  community,  political,  and  social  groups  were 
represented. 

We  are  members  of  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  (FSP)  and  Radical  Women  (RW) 
groups  which  attended  the  1979,  1981  and  1984  conferences  also. 

FSP  and  RW  first  heard  about  this  conference  through  our  good  Los  Angeles  friend 
and  comrade  Monica  Hill,  through  whom  conference  planners  reached  our  Bay  Area 
comrade  Merle  Woo,  who  then  agreed  to  be  a  keynote  panelist.  Planners  also  accepted  as  a 
keynote  panelist  Seattle  RW  member  Debra  O’Gara,  who  is  active  in  both  the  Indian 
movement  and  Seattle’s  Stonewall  Committee  for  Lesbian/Gay  Rights. 

We  were  thrilled  with  the  site  and  the  occasion.  What  better  time  to  hold  this 
conference  than  now,  when  lesbian  and  gay  people  of  color  are  under  such  fierce  attack  by 
the  right  wing  and  capitalist  society  in  general?  What  better  time,  when  the  reaction  requires 
all  of  us  to  organize  in  our  own  self-defense? 

So  we  went  to  Los  Angeles,  anticipating  the  opportunity  to  see  old  friends,  make  new 
ones,  and  dfscuss  and  debate  the  political  issues  that  bring  us  together.  Our  delegation  saw 
the  conference  as  a  chance  to  broaden  alliances  and  help  determine  the  issues  that 
conference  attendees  would  take  up  in  order  to  advance  our  movement. 

Resolving  to  Act 

Because  of  the  racial,  national,  and  political  diversity  represented  at  the  conference,  we 
needed  the  opportunity  to  discuss  and  debate  such  topics  as  discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gays  in  employment  and  housing;  California’s  LaRouche  initiative  to  quarantine  gays 
with  AIDS;  recent  passage  of  the  Simpson-Rodino  Bill;  abortion  rights;  apartheid;  sexism; 
and  the  whole  attack  on  civil  rights  by  the  Reagan  administration  and  the  right  wing 
Conference  attendees  would  have  been  very  willing  to  deal  with  these  timely  and  critical 
issues.  But  this  didn’t  happen  because  the  agenda  was  so  narrow  in  scope.  At  future 
conferences  we  need  an  agenda  that  facilitates  dealing  with  the  key  political  issues  facing 
lesbian  and  gay  people  of  color. 

Even  though  no  means  were  provided  for  presenting,  discussing,  and  voting  on 
resolutions,  attendees  demanded  the  conference  body  be  allowed  to  make  decisions.  They 
realized  that  taking  a  stand  on  issues  is  the  first  step  toward  finding  the  means  to  act  on 
them.  They  wanted  more  than  discussion;  they  wanted  to  plan  how  to  fight  back  against  our 
common  enemies.  Therefore,  they  voted  to  cancel  the  keynote  panel  in  order  to  make  room 
for  presentation  of  resolutions,  most  of  which  came  out  of  workshop  discussions.  This  vote 
was  an  indication  of  the  desire  of  the  attendees  to  act  as  political  people.  The  conference 
organizers  agreed  to  go  along  with  this  change. 

One  resolution,  presented  by  Carmen  Vasquez,  called  for  critical  support  of  the 
Nicaraguan  revolution,  for  equal  rights  for  Nicaragua’s  lesbians  and  gays  and  women,  and 
for  the  right  to  self-determination  and  autonomy  for  the  Miskito,  Sumo,  and  Rama  Indians 
of  the  Atlantic  Coast.  This  resolution  passed,  as  did  another  mandating  a  conference  to  send 
a  letter  to  the  Mexican  government  demanding  an  end  to  its  violence  against  lesbians  and 
gays.  A  resolution  calling  on  the  lesbian  and  gay  people  of  color  movement  to  address  youth 
of  color  was  also  passed,  as  was  one  calling  on  the  movement  to  continue  holding 
conferences  to  address  national  and  international  issues.  It  was  decided  that  the  next 
conference  would  be  held  in  Toronto. 

The  vote  to  consider  resolutions  unfortunately  left  no  time  to  hear  the  keynote 
panelists,  who  had  come  from  far-off  places  to  talk  about  the  road  ahead  for  our 
movement.  Nonetheless,  we  in  the  FSP  and  RW  delegation  supported  the  change,  because 
we  believe  it  was  most  important  for  attendees  to  be  allowed  the  chance  to  make  decisions  on 
issues. 

Role  of  Conference  Organizers 

It  was  unclear  what  kind  of  conference  the  organizers  wanted  or  expected.  Aside  from 
president  Rita  Gonzales’  inspiring  and  energetic  opening  remarks,  GLLU  seemed  to  hold 
back  from  exercising  leadership. 

Perhaps  GLLU  underestimated  who  would  be  attending  the  conference  and  why.  It 
was  apparent  throughout  that  attendees  wanted  to  discuss  the  issues,  map  out  strategies  for 


acting  on  them,  and  vote  on  resolutions  to  implement  those  strategies.  It  could  also  be  that 
GLLU  underestimated  its  own  leadership  role  at  the  conference.  As  conference  organizers, 
they  were  in  the  best  position  to  help  funnel  the  tremendous  energy  of  the  attendees  into 
direct  planning  for  action  on  agreed-upon  issues. 

We  missed  GLLU’s  political  viewpoints  in  workshop  discussions  and  decisions.  We 
would  have  liked  to  hear  what  GLLU  sees  as  the  road  for  lesbians  and  gays  of  color,  what  it 
thinks  we  should  do  to  fight  the  right  wing,  how  it  believes  we  should  join  our  struggles  and 
make  our  future. 

Could  it  be 'that  GLLU  feared  debate  and  disagreement?  But  we  musn’t  be  afraid  to 
disagree!  Only  by  discussing  and  debating  the  issues,  by  establishing  our  areas  of  agreement 
and  disagreement,  can  we  begin  to  work  toward  the  unity  we  need  in  these  reactionary 
political  times. 

Leadership  —  the  Key 

Leadership  is  crucial,  now  more  than  ever,  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  people  of  color  move¬ 
ment.  We  need  all  the  leadership  we  can  get.  We  need  those  who  will  take  the  responsibility 
to  say  what  they  think,  act  on  their  gut-level  reaction  to  the  right  wing,  and  organize  our 
movement  in  all  its  diversity  into  a  powerful  force  for  political  and  social  change. 

Lesbian  and  gay  people  of  color  are  the  most  oppressed  in  this  society.  We  bear  the 
brunt  of  the  homophobia,  racism,  and  sexism  that  maintains  the  established  order.  And  in 
fighting  against  this  order,  we  will  find  that  we  have  a  lot  more  in  common  with  each  other 
than  we  sometimes  realize. 

We  will  also  find  that  we,  as  the  most  oppressed,  have  the  capability  to  lead  all  the 
movements  toward  necessary  change;  our  double  and  triple  oppression  has  given  us  the 
strength,  the  skills,  and  the  courage  to  fight  for  our  survival  and  that  of  others. 

Our  movement  can  begin  the  work  of  building  a  united  front  —  of  lesbians  and  gays, 
people  of  color,  feminists,  labor,  radicals,  and  all  those  who  believe  in  democracy  and 
equality.  We  are  the  connecting  link  in  these  movements  and  can  rally  them  all  in  mutual 
defense  against  our  common  rightwing  enemy. 

Conferences  such  as  this  one  are  important  in  helping  to  build  united  action.  And  we 
would  encourage  discussion  on  united  front  action  at  the  coming  Toronto  coference. 

Thank  Yous  Are  in  Order 

We  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  attended  the  conference,  and  especially  those 
who  voted  for  a  resolution,  presented  by  Nancy  Kato,  in  support  of  the  FSP’s  Freeway  Hall 
Case  battle.  The  FSP  is  being  sued  by  an  ex-member  for  return  of  a  donation  he  and  others 
made  in  .1979  to  an  eviction  fund  set  up  by  the  party.  The  ex-member,  Richard  Snedigar,  has 
charged  the  party  with  defrauding  him  of  the  donation.  He  has  mounted  a  redbaiting  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  FSP  and  demanded,  McCarthy-style,  that  the  party  turn  over  its  minutes, 
membership  lists,  and  contributors  lists  to  the  courts.  The  party  has  refused  this  demand  and 
stated  we  will  go  to  jail  rather  than  comply.  We  are  heartened  by  the  tremendous  national 
and  international  support  we  have  gotten  in  our  fight,  by  the  conference  endorsement  we 
received,  and  we  are  highly  optimistic  that  we  will  win. 

Merle  Woo  would  also  like  to  thank  the  conference  for  supporting  her  effort  to  be  re¬ 
hired  at  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley  as  a  lecturer.  Many  previously  supported 
Merle  in  1984  when  she  sued  U.C.  Berkeley  for  race,  sex,  sexual  orientation,  and  political 
discrimination,  and  won. 

Finally,  Debra,  on  behalf  of  the  family  of  David  Sohappy,  a  member  of  the  Yakima 
tribe  in  Washington  state,  would  like  to  thank  the  conference  for  its  support  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion  she  presented  on  behalf  of  the  Sohappys’  fishing  rights  struggle.  The  conference  man¬ 
dated  that  she  write  a  letter  to  the  U.S.  Congress  protesting  the  federal  government’s  in¬ 
carceration  of  Sohappy  for  exercising  his  sovereign  right  to  fish  on  the  Columbia  River. 

Well,  that’s  it.  We  believe  that,  despite  weakness,  the  1986  International  Lesbian  and 
Gay  People  of  Color  Conference  was  a  tremendously  significant  event  and  a  big  step  toward 
realizing  the  full  potential  for  our  movement.  We  look  forward  to  participating  in  future 
conferences. 

We’ll  see  you  all  in  Toronto! 

The  authors,  from  Seattle,  Washington  and  California ’s  Bay  Area,  hope  this  article  will 
promote  discussion  about  the  conference  and  the  issues  it  raised. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  com¬ 
ments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this 
space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED, 
and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective 
reserves  the  right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.” 
The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of 
the  newspaper,  the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Community  Voices - 

if  only  cardinals  law  and  o’connor  were  gay! 


Dear  GCN: 

As  a  Roman  Catholic,  I  feel  that  the  recent 
GCN  centerfold  on  the  link  between  anti- 
Semitism  and  homophobia  by  my  teacher,  Bill 
Percy,  merits  my  personal  elaboration.  My 
“ex”es  include  both  practicing  and  fallen-away 
Catholics  and  Jews.  1  have  been  dragged  along 
both  to  temple  and  to  high  mass:  once  I  even 
found  myself  passing  the  collection  basket  at 
Saint  Patrick’s  Cathedral  in  midtown  Manhat¬ 
tan. 

To  me,  Catholic  clergy  are  known  as  gutless 
both  on  anti-Semitism  and  on  homophobia.  Most 
priests  are  weasels  on  both  topics.  I  stopped  going 
to  confession  at  age  14,  when  I  heard  such  ques¬ 
tions  as,  “Alone  or  with  others?”  and  “Were  you 
looking  at  impure  pictures?”  once  too  often.  My 
last  confessor  abruptly  asked  me,  “You’re  not  a 
homo  or  anything  like  that  are  you?” 

Boston’s  last  real  Prince  of  the  Church  was 
Richard  Cardinal  Cushing,  my  fellow  Boston 
College  High  School  alum.  His  successors, 
Medeiros  and  Law,  were  and  are  either  intellec¬ 
tually  feeble  or  dishonest.  For  example,  Medeiros 
promised  Church  funds  to  rehab  the  Hotel  Avery 
as  a  temporary  residence  for  homeless  youth:  his 
promise  was  empty.  Law  postures  as  a  great  hu¬ 


manitarian,  flying  to  Managua  to  see  to  a  mer¬ 
cenary’s  wellbeing,  while  our  children  in  the 
Combat  Zone  are  ignored  by  the  Church. 

Bernard  Cardinal  Law  is  the  sort  you’d  meet  at 
Boston’s  Napoleon  Club:  bright,  well  coiffed  and 
decked  out,  superficially  attractive,  and  ap¬ 
parently  a  person  of  substance.  Law  likes  to  be 
liked.  He  cuts  quite  a  romantic  figure  among  poor 
Hispanics  and  elderly  people  at  high  mass  in 
Boston’s  Holy  Cross  Cathedral. 

As  a  youth,  I  lived  in  the  shadow  of  the  Holy 
Cross.  1  observed  human  suffering  in  the  South 
End  before  it  was  rehabbed.  I  knew  how  effective 
Richard  Cardinal  Cushing  was  at  getting  the  max¬ 
imum  bang  from  the  parishioner’s  buck  in  the 
delivery  of  social  services  to  all.  Cushing  was  a 
genius,  and  a  human  being  of  overwhelming 
compassion.  Were  he  alive  today,  he  would  haunt 
the  halls  where  people  with  AIDS  suffer.  A  ge¬ 
nuine  ecumenist,  Cushing  was  universally  loved 
in  Boston  by  people  of  all  faiths. 

Cardinal  Law,  on  the  other  hand,  needs  to  hear 
positive  feedback  if  he  is  to  demonstrate  any 
courage  in  confronting  either  anti-Semitism  or 
homophobia  where  it  really  counts.  Shame  on 
Law  for  pretending  AIDS  doesn’t  exist.  Law  is  a 
Harvard  person,  so  let  me  just  say  that  he  has  a 


bag  over  his  head  if  he  doesn’t  know  about  homo¬ 
sexuality.  It’s  too  bad  that  Pope  John  Paul  II 
couldn’t  make  one  U.S.  Cardinal  by  combining 
Bernard  Law’s  personal  sweetness  with  the  im¬ 
placable  and  hard-headed  ruthless  business  sense 
of  New  York’s  John  Cardinal  O’Connor. 

O’Connor,  who  makes  common  cause  with  the 
least  tolerant  Jewish  sect  against  civil  rights  for 
lesbians  and  gays,  knows  how  to  work  the  levers 
of  the  political  machine  in  New  York,  just  as 
Cushing  once  did  in  Boston.  O’Connor  genuinely 
follows  the  Pope’s  line  that  homosexuality  is  an 
objective  moral  disorder,  and  I  think  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  O’Connor  is  the  prototypical  homo¬ 
phobe.  Yet,  when  Saint  Claire’s  Hospital  on 
Manhattan’s  West  Side  was  slated  for  closure 
because  of  the  City’s  surplus  bed  cutback, 
O’Connor  brilliantly  snatched  it  from  the 
developer’s  wrecking  ball. 

Today,  New  York’s  Roman  Catholic  Archdio¬ 
cese  operates  the  first  AIDS  treatment  center 
designated  by  New  York  State.  The  Spellman 
Center,  named  for  the  late  Francis  Cardinal 
Spellman,  helps  people  with  AIDS. 

Respect  for  the  dignity  of  individuals  with 
AIDS  guides  Spellman’s  comprehensive  medical 
care,  which  includes  strong  psychosocial  support. 


In  fact,  the  Spellman  Center  may  well  be  the 
country’s  leader  in  alternative  therapies  for  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS. 

There  is  no  contradiction  between  the  Church’s 
disapproval  of  homosexual  behavior  and  its  mis¬ 
sion  as  a  healer.  Toleration  of  apparent  ambigui¬ 
ty  is  the  mark  of  a  mature  institution.  The 
Church’s  priests,  nuns  and  laypeople,  if  inspired 
with  the  love  Jesus  of  Nazareth  required,  are 
among  the  most  perfect  potential  caretakers  of 
people  ith  AIDS. 

When  asked  his  message,  Jesus  said,  "You 
should  love  God  with  all  your  heart,  with  your 
whole  mind,  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your 
strength.  Second,  you  should  love  your  fellow 
human  being  as  you  love  yourself.” 

Roy  Cohn,  a  favorite  of  mine,  recently  died 
with  AIDS-related  dementia.  Roy  was  a  dear 
friend  of  the  late  Cardinal  Spellman.  Say  what 
you  will  about  Roy  and  Francis,  they  did  take 
care  of  their  friends.  Both  men  refused  through¬ 
out  their  careers  to  see  their  friends  disadvantag¬ 
ed. 

If  only  Cardinals  Law  and  O’Connor  were  gay! 
John  Birmingham 
Cambridge,  MA 
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Agoraphobia  Treatment 

Telephone:  and  Research  Center  of 

(617)262-5223  New  England 

264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

Laurie  A.  Livingston,  Ed.D. 
Licensed  Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 

agoraphobia  •  panic  disorder  •  simple  fears  and  phobias 
•/depression  •  stress  disorders  •  social  anxiety  • 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


ROBERT  HAAS  ASSOCIATES 


266  BEACON  STREET  •  BOSTON,  MA  02116  •  TEL.  (617)  262-6269 

COUPLES  THERAPY 

Is  your  relationship  just  not  working?  Need  to  learn  to  meet  each 
other’s  needs  better?  Robert  Haas  Asociates  offers  individual  and 
couples  therapy  which  uses  specific  behavioral  interventions  to  help 
couples  enhance  their  relationships.  At  RHA,  we  sit  down  with  you 
—  in  a  relaxed,  gay-identified  environment  —  and  work  together  to 
develop  a  personalized  therapy  program. 

In  addition,  RHA  provides  task-focused,  shorr-term  therapy  for: 
stress-related  illnesses  •  relationship  problems  •  anxiety 
•depression  •  shyness  •  weight  problems 

Insurance  accepted  Sliding  fee  scale 


INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


1  c 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 

•  Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals. 

Our  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 


Information- Evaluation- Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


Boston 


behavior  45  Newbury  St. 

associates  262  9166 


Danvers 


5  Elm  St. 
774-0142 


nr.  Arlington  T 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy. 


Cambridge 
51  Brattle  St. 


V 


When  Life  Gets  Out  Of  Control 

you’re  eating  or  drinking  too  much.  .  can’t  stop 
spending  money. .  .can’t  make  or  keep  friends.  . . 
and  you  worry,  feel  desperate,  but  can’t  change. 


Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Lily  Darling: 

Scrutiny  of  Star’s  Success 


Lily  Tomlin,  a  film  by  Joan  Chur¬ 
chill  and  Nicholas  Broomfield.  At 
the  Coolidge  Corner  Moviehouse, 
Brookline. 

By  Sarah  Schulman 

Lily  Tomlin,  the  new  film  by  Joan 
Churchill  and  Nicholas  Broom¬ 
field,  is  enormously  successful  and 
I  can’t  imagine  there  is  a  person  in 
the  U.S.  who  wouldn’t  benefit  per¬ 
sonally  from  seeing  it. 

The  filmmakers  have  captured 
perfectly  why  we  love  Lily  Tomlin. 
She  is  smart,  she  dares  to  take 
emotional  risks,  she  is  sexy  and  ex- 
huberant  with  dark  sides,  intensely 
vulnerable  and  in  control  at  the 
same  time.  She  is  a  complete,  com¬ 
plex  personality  and  the  film¬ 
makers  have  been  able  to  convey 
this  with  insight  while  retaining 
full  respect  for  their  subject. 

This  is  also  a  very  gay  film.  Lily 
is  surrounded  by  gay  people.  The 
majority  of  her  staff  are  clearly  les¬ 
bians,  the  few  men  we  ever  see  are 
gay.  Her  audiences  around  the 
country  are  filled  with  adoring,  in¬ 
volved  and  affirmed  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  The  filmmakers  repro¬ 
duce  the  gay  material  from  her 
most  recent  show.  The  Search  for 
Signs  of  Intelligent  Life  in  the 
Universe,  and  while  she  and  her 
partner  Jane  Wagner  may  not  be 
lovers  anymore,  they  certainly 
have  been  and  are  the  first  public 
lesbian  couple  in  modern  media. 
They  are  serious,  brilliant,  mature 
and  have  the  talent  and  the  in¬ 
timacy  to  create  important  and 
entertaining  theater  out  of  their 
spiritual  and  social  perspectives. 

Of  course,  as  any  behind-the- 
scenes  film  would  present,  we  see 
Diva-ish  sides  of  Lily  too.  In  one 
piece,  her  company  manager, 
Cheryl  Swannack,  is  on  the  phone 
telling  a  graphic  artist  that  her 
design  for  a  Lily  poster  is  entirely 
unacceptable.  As  a  slight  indication 
of  how  a  public  image  is  designed 
and  maintained,  Swannack 
emphasizes  that  she  wants  copies 
of  any  slides  or  reproductions 
made  of  the  rejected  poster, 
because  “Lily”  wants  to  be  sure 
that  no  one  sees  it. 

Actually  Lily  should  have  a  little 
more  faith  in  herself.  She  tried  to 
block  the  distribution  of  this  film 
claiming  that  the  directors  had 
reproduced  too  much  of  her  one- 
woman  show,  but  also  claiming 
that  they  used  too  much  personal 
footage  and  too  many  close-ups. 
The  court  rejected  her  claim, 
stating,  “viewing  the  film  (twice) 
has  only  enhanced  interest  in  see¬ 
ing  the  show  in  its  entirety.  For 
what  it  is  worth,  Ms.  Tomlin,  for 
whose  creativity  and  talents  the 
Court  has  great  admiration,  is 
most  favorably  presented  in  all 
aspects  of  the  film,  including 
close-ups.” 

What  are  some  of  the  more 
revealing  moments?  We  see  Lily 
tell  Swannack  “Don’t  admit  on 
camera  that  you  take  drugs  be¬ 
cause  I’d  have  to  fire  you  if  you 
did.”  There  is  amazing  footage 
from  a  pve-Laugh-In  appearance 
on  the  Merv  Griffin  Show  where 
Lily,  in  her  bell-bottom  pantsuit 
and  atrocious  hair-do  is  already 
presenting  her  work  from  an  orig¬ 
inal  and  personal  perspective. 
There  are  other  wonderful  clips 
from  her  television  specials  in¬ 
cluding  a  priceless  full-dress 
Agnus  Angst  appearing  with  her 
band,  the  Manic  Depressives.  This 
last  bit  is  contrasted  with  scenes  of 
Lily  working  with  her  acting 
teacher,  the  late  Peggy  Fuery,  to 
develop  Agnes’  voice  and  man¬ 
nerisms. 

It  is  fascinating  to  see  Lily  that 
closely  without  make-up  because 
she  seems  to  be  exactly  the  way  we 
expect  her  to  be  —  driven,  intense, 
with  a  big  ego  but  open  and 
searching  and  somewhat  sad  per¬ 


sonally.  In  fact,  Lily  herself  is  so 
compelling  that  there  seems  to  be 
too  much  of  her  as  a  performer 
and  not  enough  of  her  as  a  person. 


By  Ann  Fry 

Lily  Tomlin,  the  controversial 
film  which  documents  the  meta¬ 
morphosis  of  Tomlin’s  current 
Broadway  hit  The  Search  for  Signs 
of  Intelligent  Life  in  the  Universe 
is  opening  this  month  in  major 
cities  across  the  U.S.  Co-director 
and  -producer  Joan  Churchill 
(whose  credits  include  the 
documentaries  Soldier  Girls,  1981, 
and  Tattooed  Tears,  1978)  was  in 
Boston  last  week  to  talk  about  the 
film  which  Tomlin  has  tried  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  to  block  from  release. 

Churchill  who  describes  her  film 
as  “admiring  [Tomlin]  to  a  fault” 
spoke  candidly  and  not  bitterly 
about  the  law  suit  that  Tomlin  et 
al.  zapped  her  and  partner 
Nicholas  Broomfield  with  in  June 
of  last  year,  just  as  the  film  was 
completed.  Tomlin,  who  had 
authorized  the  making  of  the 
documentary  in  1983  before  the 
tremendous  success  brought  by 
Search  for  Signs. . . ,  claims  the 
film  contains  too  much  footage  of 
the  Broadway  show  (13  minutes, 
26  minutes  total  of  Tomlin  perfor¬ 
ming)  which  would  hurt  her  subse¬ 
quent  marketing  of  the  show  to 
HBO.  As  stipulated  by  contract, 
the  film  for  the  most  part  deals  on¬ 
ly  with  the  creative  process  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  birth  of  Search  for 
Signs. . . .  One  would  have  to  be 
chronically  heterosexual  however, 
not  to  notice  the  gaggle  of  dykes 
that  make  up  Tomlin’s  road  crew. 

As  a  result  of  the  various  law¬ 
suits  surrounding  the  release  of  Li¬ 
ly  Tomlin,  (two  are  currently  pen¬ 
ding;  Tomlin  has  filed  for  $6.75 
million  in  damages  and  Churchill 
and  Broomfield  have  counter-filed 
an  11  million  dollar  suit  for 
breach  of  contract)  major 
distributors  will  not  touch  the 
film.  Churchill  and  Broomfield  are 
doing  the  distribution  themselves, 
something  that  requires  a  rigid, 
time-consuming  schedule  of  ap¬ 
pearances  and  interviews  in  major 
cities  all  over  the  country. 


Churchill  and  Broomfield  have 
stated  in  their  press  releases  that 
one  of  the  main  problems  they  fac- 

Continued  on  page  II 


In  spite  of  the  taint  of  the 
legalities  involved  in  getting  the 
film  to  run,  Churchill  is  very 
positive  about  Lily  Tomlin  and  the 
three-year  experience  of  making  it. 
She  described  the  enormous 
amount  of  energy  Tomlin  put  into 
the  creation  of  Search  for  Signs. . . 
and  the  fascinating  process 
through  which  it  was  created.  She 
explained  that  Tomlin  liked  to 
work  with  an  audience  in  front  of 
her  and  tried  out  the  show,  then 
called  a  “Work  in  Progress,”  in 
towns  all  over  the  U.S.,  drawing 
on  audience  input  to  the  material. 
After  the  show,  she  would  return 
to  her  hotel  and  work  with  her 
writer/partner  Jane  Wagner  (who 
writes  all  her  material),  revising 
the  show  from  audience  evalua¬ 
tions  of  the  evening’s  perfor¬ 
mance.  Churchill  describes  the 
Wagner  /Tomlin  partnership  as 
something  of  a  fortuitous  in¬ 
termeshing  of  disparate  types; 
Wagner  being  the  creative  influx 
for  Tomlins’  pragmatic  and 
brilliant  character  acting. 

Lily  Tomlin  has  already  been 
enormously  successful  in  San 
Francisco  and  New  York  City 
(both  of  these  cities  being  veritable 
meccas  of  lesbian  culture  it’s  not 
hard  to  figure  out  why)  and 
openened  in  Boston  on  March  20. 
Churchill  notes  that  Lily  Tomlin  is 
“just  like  the  rest  of  us”  and  her 
film  portrays  her  as  such,  in  its 
limited  personal  scope.  Perhaps 
Tomlin  does  want  to  appear  to  her 
fans  as  “just  like  the  rest  of  us” 
and  does  not  want  them  specu¬ 
lating  about  her  sexuality.  It 
seems,  however,  that  the  film  can 
only  further  Tomlin’s  success, 
allowing  viewers  just  a  taste  of  the 
array  of  characterizations  and 
comedic  talent  she  displays  in 
Search  for  Signs. . . .  Given  the 
content  of  the  film,  viewers  may 
wonder  what  exactly  the 
hullabaloo  is  all  a6ou(. 


Jane  Wagner  (L)  and  Lily  Tomlin  as  pictured  in  the  Harper  A  Row 

edition  of  Wagner’s  The  Search  for  Signs  of  Intelligent  Life  in  the 
Universe. 


Filmmaker  Joan  Churchill  on 
the  Real  &  Reluctant  Lily  Tomlin 
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Karen  Finley’s 
Angst  Has  Aged 


V  1-4 


Karen  Finley  in  “The  Constant  State  of  Desire 


By  Regina  Gillis 

My  infatuation  with  Karen 
Finley  began  one  year  ago  when  I 
saw  her  performance  of  “I’m  an 
Ass  Man”  at  the  ICA.  I  was  a 
changed  woman  —  everything  was 
suddenly  absurd,  nothing  at  all 
ultimately  mattered,  the  fact  that 
one  woman  was  able  to  make  me 
see  all  this  after  one  hour  struck 
me  as  eerie  yet  tantalizing. 

I  tried  explaining  her.  This  had 
been  a  near-death  experience.  I 
was  irrevocably  and  irreversibly 
changed.  I  could  no  longer  go 
home  again  (emphasis  on 
“home”),  nor  could  1  go  home 
again  (emphasis  on  “I”). 
Frustrated,  I  resorted  to  graph¬ 
ically  describing  what  led  me  to 
this  Zen-like  satori  —  yams  up  the 
ass,  tit  sandwiches  and  funny¬ 
tasting  boys’  pee.  It  was  a  last 
ditch  effort,  and  I  failed  miser¬ 
ably,  turning  more  people  away 
from  those  “performance  art  weir¬ 
dos”  than  1  could  ever  have  im¬ 
agined. 

Perhaps  what  attracted  me  to 
her  the  most  —  and  also  what 
scared  me  the  most  —  was  her 
ability  to  piss  people  off.  For  those 
'  who  derived  a  heightened  sexual 
experience  from  ascribing  the 
shapes  and  consistencies  of 
abalone  or  salami  to  their 
genitalia,  Finley  was  a  threat  to 
their  sexuality.  For  those  who  were 
tormented  by  memories  of  rape, 
incest,  physical  or  verbal  abuse, 
Finley  was  too  grotesque,  too  vic¬ 
timized  and  too  defenseless.  For 
those  who  were  familiar  with  her 
onslaught  of  bombastic  gutter 
talk,  Finley  was  a  racist,  classist 
pig  who  thrived  on  the  victims  her 
mind  fabricated.  The  Gestalt  that 
was  hiding  underneath  was  secon¬ 
dary  to  the  tension  and  hate  that 
surfaced. 

But  that  was  1986  and  this  is,  I 
hope,  1987.  Finley  has  definitely 
shed  a  few  layers  of  angst  with 
“The  Constant  State  of  Desire,” 
as  evidenced  March  7  at  the  ICA. 
In  fact,  she  has  dumped  so  much 
of  it  that  she  no  longer  falls  under 
the  ambiguous  category  of  “per¬ 
formance  artist.”  In  fact,  Finley 
could  now  be  called  a  consummate 
satirist  of  all  that  is  performance 
art. 


Where  “Ass  Man”  was  extreme 
burlesque  directed  at  some  of  the 
human  absurdities  about  sex, 
“Desire”  is  the  ultimate  travesty 
of  art,  artists,  victims  and  their 
portrayals  by  artists,  critics, 
(especially  Finley’s),  and  a  host  of 
kitchen  sinks  including  stage  con¬ 
ventions,  religion,  the  proposal 
and  grant-writing  process,  art 
groupies  and  sex. 

In  “Blue  Butt,”  the  first  “act” 
(Finley  even  satirizes  what  constit¬ 
utes  true  artistic  subdivisions), 
Finley  showcased  a  friend’s  ass, 
painted  blue,  sticking  through  a 
backdrop  of  veils  towards  the  aud¬ 
ience.  “This  is  art,”  she  says, 
highlighting  several  outstanding 
features  on  the  ass  and  gloating 
over  how  she  can,  for  the  next 
ninety  minutes,  call  anything  she 
wants  “art,”  and  have  an  aud¬ 
ience  of  200  accept  her  proclama¬ 
tion  at  face  value. 

The  nightmarish  sexual  stories 
re-appeared  this  year  in  Act  II, 
“Bad  Things  Happen  to  Good 
People.”  Finley  jumps  from  man 
to  woman  as  she  “remembers” 
when  a  good-natured  family-man 
tried  to  satisfy  both  wife  and  child 
by  making  a  human  dildo  with  a 
baby  strapped  to  his  groin,  lubric¬ 
ating  its  head  with  fabric  softener, 
and  sending  it  “back  to  the  womb, 
to  its  own  room”  by  fucking  his 
wife  with  it  in  the  laundromat.  But 
although  this  image  is  grotesquely 
disturbing,  it  is  still  laughable. 
There  is  a  message  in  these  epic 
lamentations  —  that  the  artists 
who  portray  these  characters  and 
call  it  art  are  even  more  pathetic 
than  their  victims. 

There’s  more.  Finley  satirizes 
armchair  feminists  in  a  scene  of 
two  women  trading  ideologies  bet¬ 
ween  cigarette  puffs: 

“Did  you  know  that  for  the  first 
six  weeks  of  a  fetus’  development, 
all  fetuses  are  male?” 

“You’re  kidding  (puff)....  So 
you  mean  to  say  that  all  males  are 
just  incomplete  females?” 

“Perhaps.”  (puff-puff) 

“And  that  penis  envy  is  really 
womb  envy?” 

“Perhaps.”  (slow,  drawn  out 
puff) 

Continued  on  page  11 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


General  Practice 
'Family  Law 
'Real  Estate  Transfers 
'Consumer/Small 
Business 


Employment 

'Discrimination 
'Unemployment 
'Worker's  Comp. 


52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-2069 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


The  Law  Offices 
of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.  C. 


David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner  Barbara  Macy 


Michael  R. 

•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Discrimination 

•  Probate  of  Estates 

•  Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


Harrington 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Relationship  Agreements 

•  Civil  Litigation 

•  Genneral  Practice  of  Law 

•  Condominium  Conversion 


529  Newbury  Street  617-266-0760 

Boston,  MA  02115 


SEND  ME 

GAYCOMMUNITYNEWS! 


DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans/Bewster 

50  Congress  St. 

Office  Park 

Boston,  MA  02109 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 

255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 

Alone? 

I  Rre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
j  has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  uiith  a  safe,  effective 
may  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

j  —  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
1  call  . 

EatmUnaaS' 

S  800-633-6969 


Condoms 
Get  the 
from  the 

AIDS 
Action 
Line 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


GAYELLOW  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
kcommodations.  AA  groups  bars,  baths,  book 
-.lores,  businesses  counselors.  Oenhsls.  doctors 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organisations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo1 ) 

USA  i  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  Par  noles  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3  50:  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina  Florida  Georgia  Kansas  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana  Mississippi.  Missouri,  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  E0ITI0N  $3  50;  Connecticut 
Delaware.  District  ol  Columbia  Maine  Maryland 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio  Pennsylva 
ma  Rhode  Island.  Vermont  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 
$20.  The  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  ?12-929-7720  All  Oooks  discreetly 
Dy  first  class  mail  your  name  kepi  strictly  conliden 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization  or  lor  lurther 
information  send  stamped  self  addressed 
business  size  envelope  Please  contact  us  lor 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Gtat 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St  .  Toronto.  Ontario  M4t 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  GayeUow  Pages  on  making  labels! 


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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Judy  Grahn:  Pursuir 


Judy  Grahn  reading  in  Cambridge,  January  16,  1987 


By  Pamela  Wescott 

My  friend  met  me  at  Judy  Grahn's  recent  Boston 
reading  at  the  Old  South  Church.  We  launched  into  a 
conversation,  trying  to  maintain  eye  contact  while  ogl¬ 
ing  the  crowd:  over  200  women,  impressive,  a  sea  of 
enlightened  faces.  I  tried  out  the  sound  of  a  few  inter¬ 
view  questions.  My  friend  advised  me:  "I  like  it  when 
reviewers  are  personal.  It  helps  me  to  know  how  some¬ 
one  makes  sense  out  of  literature.  That's  your  job: 
just  like  the  artist  is  supposed  to  show  us  how  she 
makes  sense  out  of  life.” 

The  theme  of  the  reading  sponsored  by  the 
Women's  Theological  Center  was  "A  Common  Wo¬ 
man's  Work,”  the  title  of  The  Collected  Poetry  of  Judy 
Grahn  (1964-1977)  which  includes  the  series  of  "Com¬ 
mon  Woman  Poems”  first  published  by  the  Women's 
Press  Collective  in  1969. 

I  did  not  come  directly  from  my  job  as  planner  for 
a  state  agency,  because  I  had  to  change  out  of  my  suit, 
stockings,  etc.  into  my  leather  jacket,  black  sweater, 
baggy  pants  and  Reeboks.  As  soon  as  I  focused  on  the 
topic  of  the  evening,  "A  Common  Woman's  Work,”  I 
felt  the  acute  exhaustion  I  know  on  Friday  nights 
when  I  am  so  glad  to  be  finished  with  a  job  that 
nourishes  me  so  little.  I  wondered  how  many  other 
women  in  the  audience  were  asking  themselves 
whether  they  would  ever  find  their  "life's  work,”  and 
how  long  would  it  take  to  get  there? 

During  the  question  and  answer  period  the  poet 
commented  that  finding  one's  work  means  "listening 
to  our  innermost  dreams  and  putting  them  into 
action.”  I  am  still  asking,  as  I  asked  myself  that  night, 
why  has  this  been  so  difficult  for  me? 

When  she  introduced  herself,  the  poet  com¬ 
mented,  "I've  done  75  percent  of  the  work  that 
women  do.  I've  never  had  a  baby.  But  I've  worked  as  a 
medical  secretary,  a  sandwich  maker,  an  artist/model. 
I've  learned  to  be  a  printer  and  owned  a  print  shop. 
And  now  my  work  is  teaching/ writing/speak¬ 
ing/travelling.  Another  kind  of  work  I  do  is  cooking 
which  I'm  good  at.  Related  to  that  is  the  kind  of  work 
I’ve  watched  my  father  do  as  a  wood  carver.  Then 
there  is  the  work  that  involves  a  certain  electricity 
which  is  sex:  you  have  a  terrible  argument  with  your 
lover  and  then  you  work  it  out.” 

Along  the  lines  of  electricity/sex,  the  first  poem 
she  read  was  "Talkers  in  a  Dream  Doorway”  from  her 
latest  collection  of  poems,  The  Queen  of  Swords,  to  be 
published  in  the  fall  by  Beacon  Press. 

This  poem  was  my  favorite  of  the  evening,  evok¬ 
ing  a  sexually  charged  scene  between  two  women, 
described  in  terms  of  a  taut,  sensual  energy  that  made 
me  feel  their  attraction  as  if  it  were  my  own.  In  fact, 
the  rush  I  felt  from  all  my  senses  coming  to  attention 
lured  me  out  of  my  Friday  night  exhaustion  and  left 
me  ready  for  more. 


The  next  poem  challenged  me  differently:  instead 
of  offering  a  fantasy  into  which  I  could  escape,  it 
described  my  real  worklife.  "Helen  you  always  were/ 
the  factory"  appears  in  The  Queen  of  Wands  published 
in  1982.  This  is  Helen  of  Troy's  story  told  from  another 
perspective.  I  identify  with  this  poem:  it  describes 
how  women's  creativity  and  labor  are  captured  and 
contained  by  the  modern  workplace.  I  spend  my  days 
in  that  workplace:  where  priorities  require  that  my 
creativity  be  channeled  into  "creating  a  paper  trail”  or 
producing  the  numbers  to  justify  a  budgetary  request. 

This  poem  made  me  squirm:  how  could  I  stay  in  a 
job  that  would  never  allow  me  to  use  my  creativity  in 
other  ways?  How  long  would  it  take  me  to  find  my  real 
work? 

One  of  the  things  Judy  Grahn  spoke  of  that  night 
was  having  to  come  to  terms  with  the  facts  that  there 
have  been  violent  women  in  .her  life.  Perhaps  the  most 
controversial  piece  she  read  was  part  of  a  play-in¬ 


progress  based  on  a  Sumerian  myth  about  Erishkegal, 
goddess  of  the  underworld.  Helen,  the  goddess  of  love 
and  light,  chooses  to  meet  Erishkegal,  a  woman  with 
copper  fingernails,  naked,  who  beats  a  drum,  and  who 
owns  a  lesbian  bar  where  the  bouncer  is  named  Noth¬ 
ing  and  the  clientele  includes  "Crow  Dykes,” 
"Amazons,”  "Judges”  and  "Demons”  who  play  pool. 
Ultimately  (and  according  to  the  myth)  Helen  is  strip¬ 
ped  down  to  a  piece  of  meat  and  hung  on  a  hook. 

One  member  of  the  audience  asked  if  the  play  was 
intended  as  "cultural  commentary,”  while  another 
queried,  "Why  the  violent  imagery?”  The  author  ex¬ 
plained:  "I  love  Erishkegal  and  so  does  Helen.  Also, 
the  myth  taken  from  Sumer  is  violent:  after  Helen  is 
hung  on  a  meat  hood,  all  her  flesh  deteriorates  and  falls 
off.”  Judy  Grahn  justified  this  depiction  of  violence 
saying,  "One  of  the  worst  things  we  do  is  to  deny  the 
forcefulness  of  women.” 

The  poet  concluded  by  reading  from  "a  funeral 
plainsong  from  a  younger  woman  to  an  older 
woman,”  ( The  Work  of  A  Common  Woman). 


I  became  much  more  aware  of  the  poet's  voice  as 
her  instrument  when  she  read  this  poem.  Her  voice 
resonated  like  an  oboe  and  gave  authority  and  weight 
to  every  word: 

am  I  not  aged 
shaky  glazing 
am  I  not  hazy 
guarded  craven 
am  I  not  only 
stingy  little 
am  I  not  simple 
brittle  spitting 
was  I  not  over 
over  ridden? 

The  last  line,  "are  we  not  olden,  olden,  olden” 
made  my  heart  open  to  the  survivor  who  was  speak¬ 
ing. 

*  *  * 


In  the  material  she  read,  the  poet  alluded  to  many 
forms  a  common  woman's  work  might  take.  When  I 
reflect  on  Judy  Grahn's  message  about  work,  I  realize 
that  I  have  focused  too  narrowly,  considering  my  paid 
work  to  be  the  only  work  I  do.  The  reading  reminded 
me  that  all  of  us  undertake  many  other  kinds  of  work: 
relationships,  unpaid  jobs  that  give  us  pleasure  or 
meaning,  participation  in  a  family  or  community, 
work  on  political  issues,  caretaking  others,  recovery 
from  addictions,  therapy,  work  on  personal  growth, 
spirituality. 

The  poet  had  little  time  in  one  evening  to  do  more 
than  make  reference  to  some  of  these  forms  of  work. 
For  example,  she  commented  at  the  outset  of  the 
reading  that  her  latest  long  poem,  "Descent  to  the 
Roses  of  the  Family”  (available  in  pamphlet  published 
by  Common  Lives/Lesbian  Lives),  concerns 
"alcoholism,  madness  in  the  family,  and  white 
supremacy.” 

She  had  more  of  an  opportunity  to  expand  on  cer¬ 
tain  themes  in  the  discussion  and  in  an  interview  after 
the  reading.  I  found  myself  looking  for  clues:  how  did 
she  find  and  stay  on  her  self-appointed  path? 

Judy  Grahn  helped  me  acknowledge  that  my  paid 
work  is  a  small  part  of  the  whole  puzzle  of  work  I 
undertake.  Still  I  face  the  challenge  of  weaving  "what 
is  meaningful  to  me”  into  a  paid  job.  I  need  to  know 
how  other  people  manage  this  feat. 

To  point  the  way  for  seekers  like  myself  in  pursuit 
of  their  "life’s  work,”  I  concocted  three  "guideposts 
for  finding  meaningful  work,”  or  headings  under 
which  the  poet's  comments  rearranged  themselves: 

Guideposts  for  Finding  Meaningful  Work 

I.  We  start  with  the  experiences  (families)  we're  given 
and  we  must  come  to  terms  with  them,  separating  out 
what  is  useful. 

Throughout  the  reading,  the  poet  mentioned  her 
father  as  a  significant  figure,  role  model  for  her 
creative  work,  and  as  the  person  from  whom  she  “in¬ 
herited  her  spirituality.”  He  taught  her  about  creative 
work  as  a  woodcarver:  he  showed  her  "the  kind  of 
grace  that  comes  from  drawing  two  lines  and  carving 
from  that  something  exquisite ....  He  was  also  the 
town  drunk,”  she  said,  "brought  home  by  cabbies,  a 
man  who  would  sit  in  the  living  room  and  talk  to 
himself.”  And  for  much  of  her  life  she  wondered, 
"why  did  he  come  to  a  small  town  in  New  Mexico  and 
sit  there  with  his  cigarette,  his  can  of  beer  and  his  gar¬ 
rulousness?”  Only  later  did  she  realize  that  all  of  his 
friends  had  died  of  industrial  diseases.  It  was  because 
he  had  listened  to  his  intuition  that  he  had  moved  to 
New  Mexico.  And  thirty  years  later,  at  age  88,  he  is 
still  alive. 


As  soon  as  I  focused  on  the  topic  of  the 
evening ;  " A  Common  Woman's  Work,"  I  felt  the  acute 
exhaustion  I  know  on  Friday  nights  when  I  am  so  glad 
to  be  finished  with  a  job  that  nourishes  me  so  little . 


Sue  Costa 


g  the  Work  We  Want 


II.  It  is  possible  to  find  meaningful  work,  though  we 
have  to  continue  to  listen  to  our  intuitive,  ", knowing  self” 
and  it  may  take  years. 

This  poet's  research  into  mythology  and  arche¬ 
types  had  a  positive  effect  on  her  ability  to  write  about 
her  personal  family  history.  She  stated:  "When  the 
family  is  attached  to  a  larger  sense  of  history,  it  is  very 
freeing.  In  writing  'Descent  to  the  Roses  of  the  Family' 
I  felt  stripped  down  to  a  naked  self,  like  the  archetypes 
I  had  studied.  They  challenged  me  to  arrive  at  an 
honest  saying." 

She  observed,  "It's  all  one  long  work  that  hits  the 
same  note:  it  all  has  to  do  with  transformation.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  'A  Woman  is  Talking  to  Death’  took  three  days 
to  write.  'Descent  to  the  Roses  of  the  Family'  took  ten 
months  of  really  hard  work.  They  are  sister  poems. 
One  is  just  an  octave  above  the  other.  I'd  say  the  note 
is  E.  No,  E  minor." 


*  *  * 

The  interview  ended,  and  the  evening  was  over. 
Had  I  found  what  I  was  seeking?  For  me,  Judy  Grahn's 
work  embodies  empowerment  and  transformation. 
She  has  tapped  her  own  creative  energy  source, 
challenging  me  to  do  the  same.  Now  that  I  know  some 
of  the  details  of  her  quest  to  find  meaningful  work,  I 
must  ask  myself:  So.  Now  that  you  know  these  things, 
how  are  you  going  to  live  your  life  differently? 

Recently  a  friend  commented  to  me  that  the  career 
patterns  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  include  delayed 
periods  when  they  "fall  behind"  while  coming  to 
terms  with  their  sexual  identity.  The  same  could  be 
said  of  alcoholics  in  recovery.  For  the  long  period  of 
time  it  takes  to  break  through  one's  denial  to  seek 
help,  one's  career  is  likely  to  be  skewed. 

Facing  my  sexuality  and  addictions  has  consumed 


teacher  began  by  eliciting  comments  from  the 
students.  I  remember  my  impatience.  When  is  he  go¬ 
ing  to  praise  me  to  the  skies?  Finally,  the  teacher,  who 
has  since  won  many  national  awards  himself,  ridicul¬ 
ed  my  poems  to  the  class,  calling  it  "a  good  example  of 
the  kind  of  cuteness/cleverness  that  leaves  me  cold."  I 
was  humiliated. 

Now  I  agree  with  him.  Back  then,  I  escaped  into 
the  words,  the  rhythms  and  the  sounds:  poetry  gave 
me  a  foil  for  feeling  my  feelings  without  revealing 
them.  I  wrote  in  abstractions,  a  code  I  perceived  as  ac¬ 
ceptable,  for  which  I  was  rewarded  until  this  teacher 
detected  that  this  was  not  an  honest  rendering  of  feel¬ 
ing  on  the  page.  Even  though  the  Academy  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Poets  or  their  proxy  went  on  to  reward  me  for  a 
succeeding  effort,  the  game  was  up. 

This  brings  me,  full  circle,  to  the  poetry  reading. 
These  days,  I  value  poetry  that  makes  me  feel,  iden- 
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Because  she  so  eloquently  reminds  us  to  "live,  act,  be 
ourselves”  at  a  time  when  our  culture  insists  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  hate 
themselves,  I  find  Judy  Grahn's  work  heroic.  I  admire  her  energy  to  assert 
from  this  model  of  behavior,  it  is  hard  for  me  to  say  what  is  going  on  for  me, 

if  I  sense  that  it  might  not  be  what  is  going  on  for  you. 

. 
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III.  Telling  our  own  stories  helps  us  to  gain  new 
perspectives  on  ourselves  and  our  work. 

Telling  our  own  stories  opens  us  up  to  growth  and 
transformation:  this  is  the  theme  of  Judy  Grahn's 
latest  non-fiction  work,  Another  Mother  Tongue:  Gay 
Words,  Gay  Worlds  published  by  Beacon  Press  in  1984. 

This  book  contains  swatches  of  autobiography, 
threads  of  mythology  interwoven  with  history,  and  in¬ 
cludes  Judy  Grahn's  own  "true  to  life  adventure 
story."  She  depicts  how  gay  people  have  behaved  in 
different  cultures  (including  gay  subcultures)  through¬ 
out  the  centuries.  When  I  first  read  snatches  of  this 
book,  sneaking  it  periodically  from  my  top  drawer  at 
work,  I  felt  the  same  thrill  mixed  with  an  instinctive 
fear  for  the  author's  life  that  I  felt  when  my  lover  in¬ 
structed  me  to  read  edward  the  dyke  and  other  poems  in 
1977.  I  had  gone  to  live  for  the  rest  of  my  life  in  San 
Francisco,  and  I  had  not  yet  heard  of  Judy  Grahn. 

In  Another  Mother  Tongue,  the  poet  describes  how 
she  first  envisioned  her  "life's  work."  She  was  in  the 
process  of  healing  herself  from  a  rare  infection  when 
she  found  herself  watching  a  mother  racoon  urge  her 
babies,  one  by  one,  to  let  go  of  their  grip  of  the  roof  and 
free-fall  into  her  outstretched  arms,  three  feet  below 
on  the  porch  rail: 

"When  she  had  persuaded  them  all  to  come  down, 
she  led  them  onto  a  long,  tremulously  thin  tree  branch 
and  took  her  family  for  their  first  trek  into  the  woods.  I 
watched  the  great  long  limb  swaying  in  the  moonlight 
as  the  parade  of  racoons  marched  along  it.  I  had  not 
been  so  glad  to  be  alive  in  years.  And  I  knew  what  they 
meant:  Just  let  go,  trust  your  own  powers  and  the 
power  of  those  around  you.  Don't  hang  forever  on  the 
eave  of  the  roof  overlooking  the  great  creative  forest, 
trying  to  control  something.  Let  go,  trust  the  twitter  all 
around  you." 

She  continues:  "Mice,  squirrels,  and  small  birds 
also  came  into  the  house  during  those  weeks,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  big  jays  and  the  several  cats  who  lived 
there.  They  all  told  me:  Live,  act,  be  yourself. 

"Surrounded  by  creatures  who  have  always  given 
me  such  fine  company  and  advice,  I  began  to  write  as 
soon  as  I  could  function  at  all,  determined  that  never 
again  would  I  let  anything  deter  me  from  my  course  or 
purpose  in  life.  If  being  a  poet  meant  flinging  myself 
over  the  parapet  of  safety  and  learning  to  fly,  then  I 
would  do  it.  And  so  again,  as  had  happened  when  I 
was  a  child,  I  had  guides  and  voices,  visions,  odd  ways 
of  thinking,  all  the  altered  states  of  consciousness  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  core  of  artistic  creations.  From  then  on 
my  course  was  fixed:  my  work  centered  on  forging  a 
new  definition  of  Gay  people  in  my  writing  and  in  my 
public  performances.” 


much  time  and  energy  that  might  otherwise  have  gone 
into  speeding  me  along  my  career  path.  I  woke  up  one 
morning,  sober,  and  found  that  I  owned  several  suits 
including  a  blue  pinstriped  one  from  Brooks  Brothers, 
and  many  shirts  freshly  starched  from  the  dry  clean¬ 
ers.  My  bureau  drawers  were  knotted  with  nylon 
stockings  and  "thigh  hi's,"  my  closet  was  cluttered 
with  little  pointed  shoes.  I  owned  a  pocketbook,  brief¬ 
case,  wallet,  and  trench  coat.  I  wore  a  designer  watch. 
I  had  pierced  my  ears,  permed  my  hair.  And  I  had  re¬ 
cently  purchased  a  computer. 

To  my  surprise,  I  realized  that  I  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  consultant  at  Harvard’s  Kennedy  School, 
where  I  wrote  a  book  about  Massachusetts  state 
government.  Finally,  with  a  California  collection 
agency  on  my  heels  for  back  payment  of  a  graduate 
school  loan,  I  had  taken  a  job  as  a  planner  for  a  state 
agency  where  I  have  remained  for  the  past  three 
years. 


Having  awakened  to  this  state  of  affairs,  I  know  I 
have  not  yet  found  my  work.  The  bureaucracy  can  be 
tedious,  especially  when  advocacy  for  the  underdog 
takes  a  backseat  to  quarterly  performance  reviews. 
Now  that  I  am  sober,  I  have  asked  myself:  Why  have  I 
not  yet  begun  my  work?  My  spirit  stirs,  waiting  to  be 
sprung. 

*  *  * 

Before  I  attend  any  poetry  reading,  a  part  of  me 
feels  that  I  won't  understand  it,  even  though  I  wrote 
poetry  in  college  and  won  two  prizes  for  it.  My  success 
prompted  me  to  take  a  class  in  writing  it,  and  I  felt  sure 
I  would  be  the  star.  When  my  first  poem  was  discuss¬ 
ed  (a  cryptic  statement  about  a  Kentucky  coal  mine 
disaster,  corporate  greed,  and  life  after  death),  the 


tify,  gives  me  courage.  Poetry  that  pushes  me  to  be 
honest,  reminds  me  to  live  a  more  authentic  life.  And  1 
see  that  I  have  changed.  Honest  talk  is  no  longer  a  lux¬ 
ury:  it  is  the  food  I  need  to  survive. 

Because  she  so  eloquently  reminds  us  to  "live,  act, 
be  ourselves"  at  a  time  when  our  culture  insists  that 
gay  men  and  lesbians  hate  themselves,  I  find  Judy 
Grahn's  work  heroic.  I  admire  her  energy  to  assert 
another  reality:  it  my  reality.  And  yet  I  am  so  far 
from  this  model  of  behavior,  it  is  hard  for  me  to  say 
what  is  going  on  for  me,  if  I  sense  that  it  might  not  be 
what  is  going  on  for  you.  It  continues  to  be  hard  to 
come  out  as  a  gay  person  to  large  groups  of  straight 
people,  or  small,  intimate  gatherings  of  family 
members.  It  is  hard  to  say  that  I  am  feeling  sexual 
when  I  know  you  are  not,  or  to  say  that  I  am  not,  when 
I  know  you  are.  It  is  hard  to  say  I  am  tired,  when  I 
know  you  want  to  go  dancing.  It  is  hard  to  say  I  cannot 
meet  you  for  lunch  because  what  I  really  need  is  to 


stay  home  and  conduct  my  sacred  routines  on  Satur¬ 
day. 

Because  even  these  mundane  statements  are  so 
difficult  for  me  to  make,  I  am  impressed  by  this  poet's 
willingness  to  speak  honestly,  regardless  of  who  might 
be  listening.  If  I  learn  one  thing  from  Judy  Grahn's 
writing,  it  is  to  feel  the  power  of  one  person's  story  to 
inspire,  enlighten  and  transform.  When  I  censor  my¬ 
self  or  engage  in  forms  of  subterfuge,  I  feel  dead. 
"Live,  act,  be  yourself!"  And  as  long  as  my  paid  work 
feels  deadening,  let  me  live,  at  least  here,  on  this  page. 

One  of  Judy  Grahn's  next  projects  will  be:  Inanna  In¬ 
stitute,  a  way  of  teaching  from  ancient  Sumerian  myths  as 
a  basis  for  women's  intelligence  and  knowingness.  Anyone 
interested  may  contact  Inanna  Institute,  Box  11164, 
Oakland,  CA  94611. 


Judy  Grahn  helped  me  acknowledge  that 
my  paid  work  is  a  small  part  of  the  whole  puzzle  of 
work  I  undertake .  Still  I  face  the  challenge  of  weaving 
" what  is  meaningful  to  me"  into  a  paid  job. 
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1  FREF  SWING  DANCE  LESSON  AT  8:30! 

Beginning  Friday,  March  27th  at  12:01  a*m., 

you  will  be  able  to  pick  up  any  telephone,  dial 

1-550-9000,  and  talk  to  gay  adults 
v  calling  in  from  anywhere  in  the  617 
area  code. 

Among  Friends  is  Boston  s  first 
exclusively  gay  adult  telephone 
line.  Day  or  night  dial  1-550- 
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9000  to  join  an  interactive, 
exciting  teleconference  with 
up  to  12  other  people  at  one 
time.  Conversation  is  private 
and  exclusively  gay  and  par¬ 
ticipants  can  be  moved  from  group  to  group  at 
their  request  or  placed  into  smaller  groups  with 
one  or  two  others.  Imagine  the 
people  you  will  meet,  the  excit¬ 
ing  conversations  you  will  have 
and  the  fun  of  partying  on  the 
phone.  Dial  1-550-9000  and 
you  will  receive  a  recorded  announcement  and 
be  placed  into  a  conversation  automatically. 

A  monitor  is  provided  to  move 
people  from  group  to  group  and 
disconnect  disruptive  parties. 
The  service  is  available  24 
hours  per  day.  Pick  up  the 
phone  and  experience  the  new  gay  medium. 

Among  Friends 

1-550-9000 


I'  Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  big 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don't  miss  another  issue!) 
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Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

Name - ; _ _ _ Address 

City _ _ 


.  State 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 


l  year  $33.00  $ 
25  weeks  $20.00  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $1200  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  tree 
subscription  tor  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 


These  rales  are  lor  subscriptions  within  Ihe  USA.  Abb  50%  tor  loreign. 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations 

_  which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to.GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
GCN  is  published  by  a  non  prolit  educational  foundation. 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 


•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 


15  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY = 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

•  confidential  • 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

_ J  &  S  Automotive _ 

BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
it’s  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston’s  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s  also 
been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques,  and  now  can  repair  about  anything. 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they're  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  of  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
for  the  movie  "The  Brinks  Job." 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  "Best  of  Boston,” 
Fall  1980. 


277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


“FABULOUS.  .  .WELL 
WORTH  A  SECOND 
VISIT!  GET  THEE  TO 
THIS  PARODY!” 

—Lisa  Karlin,  WCVB-TV 

“A  WICKED  DELIGHT! 

— Kovln  Kelly,  Boston  Glob* 

357-8384 


jr'  4  ■  ?Jz, 

■  OR&a  ROOMB 
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Gay  Community  News,  April  5-11,  1987  •  Page  11 


Britt,  Pelosi  Contest  Lily  Darling:  Scrutiny  of  Star’s  Success 


Continued  from  page  2 
markably  supportive  of  Britt.  On 
March  7,  after  the  Coming  Up! 
story  appeared,  a  broad -based 
group  of  lesbians  and  gays  showed 
up  at  Britt’s  office  to  show  their 
continued  support,  according  to 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian,  a 
liberal  magazine. 

Gwen  Craig,  former  president 
of  the  Harvey  Milk  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Democratic  Club,  insists  that 
Britt  has  been  a  very  able  leader. 
“You  can  argue  with  his  strategy 
but  he  has  accomplished  an  awful 
lot  in  the  last  eight  years.  He  went 
through  a  difficult  time  when  his 
close  friend  and  advisor  Bill  Kraus 
died  of  AIDS.  He  lost  interest  in 
what  he  was  doing.  But  since  then 
he  has  picked  up.”  Even  his  sup¬ 
porters,  however,  admit  that  he 
made  a  mistake  in  supporting 
Molinari  rather  than  Agnos  for 
Mayor. 

Pelosi  has  also  come  under 
severe  attack.  A  Baltimore  Sun  ar¬ 
ticle  in  1985  states  that  Pelosi 
worked  to  abolish  the  Democratic 
Party’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus 
because  it  was  potentially 
“damaging”  to  the  party.  Charlie 
Howell,  Pelosi’s  gay  and  lesbian 
coordinator,  told  GCN  this  was  a 
decision  made  by  Democratic  Par¬ 
ty  Chairman  Paul  Kirk  and  that 
Pelosi  opposed  the  decision. 
Craig,  who  was  a  party  activist  at 
the  time,  says  that  at  the  very  least 
Pelosi  was  an  apologist  for  Kirk’s 
anti-gay  and  lesbian  decision. 

The  Bay  Area  Reporter,  another 
local  gay  paper,  also  claims  that 
Scott  Smith,  Harvey  Milk’s 
former  lover,  was  removed  as  host 
to  the  Mississippi  delegation  at  the 
Democratic  convention  by  Pelosi 
for  being  “too  gay.”  Howell 
claims  that  Smith  was  removed  for 
attempting  to  follow  his  own  agen¬ 
da  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  caucus.  Craig 
claims  Pelosi  simply  does  not  fight 
for  gay  and  lesbian  causes  the  way 
Britt  does. 

The  San  Francisco  Sentinel 
reports  that  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Demo¬ 
cratic  Clubs  has  demanded  that 
Pelosi  retract  a  piece  of  campaign 
literature  that  includes  the 
“misuse  of  our  name”  and  apolo¬ 
gize.  The  full-page  Pelosi  ad, 
which  the  Sentinel  ran  in  its  March 

Karen  Finley 

Continued  from  page  7 

“And  that  women  are  the  su¬ 
perior  sex  and  men  the  inferior?” 

“Oh,  God,  it’s  4:30.  I’d  better 
get  Jerry’s  dinner  ready.” 

“What  are  you  making?” 

“Hawaiian  Beef  Stroganoff 
(displaying  a  box  of  Hamburger 
Helper).  I  never  once  regretted  giv¬ 
ing  up  my  career  for  my  husband 
and  family.  I’m  content  being  a 
boring  housewife.” 

But  it’s  not  really  “ the 
feminists”  (as  one  WBUR  re-1 
viewer  put  it)  that  Finley  is  out  to 
get  —  it’s  the  preconceived  notion 
that  women,  born  either  mothers 
or  whores,  freely  choose  to  com¬ 
promise  themselves  for  the  sake  of 
acquiring  and  maintaining  a  fami¬ 
ly- 

And,  as  if  to  quell  her  critics, 
Finley  stacked  some  ammunition 

—  Sisterhood  is  Powerful,  Kate 
Millett’s  Sexual  Politics,  and 
Carol  Gilligan’s  In  Another  Voice 

—  in  a  pile  at  the  stage  front.  But, 
in  that  I-know-how-to-piss-you- 
off-anyway  way,  just  when  she’s 
gotten  your  attention  and  you 
think  you’ve  gotten  her  all  figured 
out  she  chucks  all  her  books  off¬ 
stage,  dumps  a  bucket  of  nail- 
polish  bottles  on  a  card  table, 
turns  a  ceramic  camel  from  facing 
west  to  east  (making  sure  that 
those  in  the  back  rows,  who  never 
saw  the  camel  in  the  first  place  now 
know  that  it’s  there  and  facing  a 
different  direction),  and  begins 
another  tirade  of  time-tempered 
angst. 


20  issue  next  to  an  article  criticiz¬ 
ing  the  ad,  portrayed  Pelosi  as  a 
friend  of  the  gay  community,  en¬ 
dorsed  by  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Demo¬ 
cratic  Clubs.  Howell  denies  that 
the  ad  misrepresents  Pelosi’s  gay 
and  lesbian  support. 

No  matter  what  the  result  of  the 
election,  analysts  agree  that  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  in  San 
Francisco  has  matured  into  a 
powerful  political  force  that  even 
the  Democratic  Party  must  recog¬ 
nize. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Continued  from  page  6 

ed  was  how  to  get  behind  the  pub¬ 
lic  persona  of  Lily  Tomlin. 

Obviously  as  an  actress,  Lily 
was  used  to  the  presence  of 
cameras,  but  ony  with  a  script 
and  a  specific  role  to  play. 
Our  way  of  working  has  al¬ 
ways  been  to  film  those  mo¬ 
ments  which  are  the  most 
spontaneous  and  unguarded; 
which  are  in  some  way  telling 
or  revealing  of  the  person  be¬ 
ing  filmed.  Lily  would  tend  to 
either  play  directly  to  the 
camera,  or  would  ask  us  what 


Nick  Broomfield  &  Joan  Churchill 

we  wanted  from  the  scene.  It 
took  us  far  longer  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  any  footage  that 
didn’t  feel  staged  than  we  had 
imagined. 

The  film  is  successful  because 
you  come  away  from  it  knowing 
more  about  Lily  Tomlin  as  a  per¬ 


son,  seeing  many  of  her  flaws,  and 
respecting  her  all  the  more  for  her 
accessibility  and  consistent  emo¬ 
tional  honesty.  And  as  a  gay  per¬ 
son,  she  has  exhibited  an  incredi¬ 
ble  integrity  of  perspective  and 
presentation  which,  combined 
with  her  enormous  talent  and 
genius,  makes  her  one  of  the  most 
important  artists  of  our  time. 

As  for  Jane,  the  film  creates 
more  questions  than  answers.  Is  she 
the  woman  behind  the  woman?  Is 
she  austere?  A  Southern  belle?  Is 
her  reticence  more  revealing  than 
Lily’s  constant  put-on?  In  the  end, 
Jane  Wagner  remains  an  enigma. 


VACATION  ELATION 


EASTER  PARADE  WEEKEND 

April  17-20 

$m.52 


52 


for  two 
+  tax 


EASTER  BONNET  PARTY 

Saturday  April  18 

Call  now  for  details  and  reservations 


CUTTY  SARK 

9  Soi>er  Street  Province  town 

Guest  house  in  Provincetown’s  quiet  West  End 
Efficiencies,  1  &  2  bedroom  units,  cottage.  All  units  offer 
private  baths,  equiped  kitchens,  deck  or  patios.  Most  units 
have  parking,  cable  TV  and  beach  fronts. 

For  reservations  call  617-487-9268 

Open  year  round  Mastercard  &  VISA  accepted 


"WATERSHIP 

Central  location  T  TVj  1YT 
Complimentary  t 

continental  breakfast 


OFF  SEASON  SPECIAL 


Stay  3  nights,  get  the  third  night 
free  or  stay  a  week,  get  55%  off. 
Innkeepers:  fim  Foss 

Bob  Marcotte 


7  Winthrop  St. 

P.O.  Box  918 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


FREE  PARKING  AND  MAIOR  CREDITCARDS  ACCEPTED 


T^) 


1 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 

5  Standish  Street 

Provincetown,  Massachusetts  02657 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 

Comfortable,  Attractive  Rooms  with  Private  Baths, 
Cable  Televisions,  Refrigerators,  and  Parking 

Near  Restaurants,  Clubs,  and  Public  Transportation 
to  New  York  and  Boston. 

Hosts:  Martin  Bettencourt  &  Dennis  Balog 
Telephone:  1617}  487-1319 


THE  INN  •  two  village  square 

Ocean  view  guesthouse  with 
sundeck,  pool,  exerciseroom.. 
Wooded  setting  overlooking 
the  village.  Walk  to  shops, 
beach,  restaurants,  piano  & 
dance  bars.  1987  Brochure  - 
(207)  646-5779 

PO  Box  864-  OG  UNQUIT,  ME  03907 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 

AIRLINE-BUSTING  FARES 
TO  EXOTIC  PLACES 

Istanbul  $229  Sydney  $548 

,  Rio  de  Janeiro  $349  Accra  $435 

Buenos  Aires  $449  Abidjan  $378 

Hong  Kong  $429  Athens  $309 

|  Beijing  $449  Seoul  $449 

FARES  EACH  WA  Y  BASED  ON  ROUND- 
TRIP  PURCHASE 
AVAILABILITY  LIMITED 

Trey  west: 

3  Breakaway  ^ 

•  Airfare  &  3  nights  • 

•  guest  house 

$285  ? 

2  ..........  2 

Jlonger  stays  available  2 

Lowest  Prices  All 

1  Airlines 

7  Central  Street 


Lady  Jane's  Inn 

•  Spacious  rooms  with  private  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

•  Hospitality  porch  for  lounging,  barbecuing 

•  Free  parking,  airport  pick-up 

•  Conveniently  and  centrally  located 

•  Newly  constructed  in  1986  — 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated 

Provincetown,  MA  02657  617-487-3387 


WOMEN  INNKEEPERS 


l 

t 

i 


♦ 

♦ 

j 
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462  Commercial  Street.  Provincetown.  MA  02657 

A  place  for  those  special  affairs  Open  All  Year 


iller  Intv 


82  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown,  MA 
(617)487-2213 

Open  All  Year 


0  Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 

Open  Year  Round 


Gabriels 

1 04  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-3232 


617-487-0599 

568  Commercial  Street 


Open  Year 
Round 

(617)  487-9029 


Bed  &  Breakfast  Inn 

160  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
617-487-2283 

CHECKER  INN 

25  Winthrop  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Guest  Rooms  &  Apartments 


fine  dining 
&'  lodging 


487-1443 


186  commercial  st. 


wn 


»i 

178  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown.  Maasachuietti  02667  ■  (617)  487-1616 


487-2511  flSPflSIA>» 
31  Pearl  St./  Provincetown  02657 
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Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 

Hours:  Mon. -Sat.  6-9,  Sun.  12-7 


SUBSCRIBE! 


“One  of  the  coups  of  the  festival . . . 
it’s  also  a  very  warm  film,  with  a  rich 
texture  and  satisfying  rhythm  ...” 

—John  Engstrom,  BOSTON  GLOBE 

“The  tone  is  a  satisfying  blend  of 
whimsicality  and  seriousness.  The  two 
characters...  exchange  Zen-like  chitchat  that 
is  terse,  perceptive,  flowing  from 
an  inner  equilibrium/7 

-Joseph  Gelmis,  Newsday 


WINNER 
BEST 

'.DRAMATIC  FILM 
1987  VS. 

,  FILM  FESTIVAL 
PARK  CITY. 
UTAH 


Gertrude  Stein  &  Alice  RToklas. 

They  set  a  new  standard  for  compassion,  artistry  and  love. 

LINDA  HUNTand  LINDA  BASSETT 

WAITING 

feJVDCN 

ANDREW  McCarthy  and  BRUCEMcGE 

AMMAN  PLAYHOUSE  THEATRICAL  FILMS 

UNDA  HUNT  LMM  BASSETT  BRUQ  McCILL  BERNADETTE  LAfONT  JACQUES  BOUDET  .ANDREW  McCAFTHY 

"WAITING  FORTHE  MOON 

a  hi®  s  JILL  G0DMH0Vtr»d  MARK  MACHL  ftmi.MARKMACiLtWb.JEaXMOT 
t-**  Pn*r  LINDSAY  LAW  SANDRA  SCHULBERG  A  NEW  FRONT/AB  FILMS' 

LII  PRODUCTION  c^r^rtbvtiKSOCIETE  FRANCA1SE  Et  PRODUCTION  uauk*™  mi  ARD/DEGETD«i  CHANNEL  4 


PG|PAMNTAl  GUIOANCE  SUGGfSTEO  •*£$*]  SKOURAS 

3 


SOm  MAHKifc  >U>  NOT  Bf  SUIT ABil  CMUDHf  I 


rums  ix 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS  FRIDAY,  APRIL  3rd 


USP.CIncmai 

NICKELODEON 

606  COMMONWEALTH  A  VC 

424-1500  


BEST  EVER! 

THIRD  EDITION! 


For  gay  men  and  lesbians,  their 
families  and  friends,  The  Whole  Gay 
Catalog  brings  the  world  of  lesbian 
and  gay  literature  as  close  as  your 
telephone  or  mailbox.  Offers  a 
multitude  of  BOOKS,  plus  VIDEOS, 
RECORDS  &  TAPES,  GIFTS,  and 
more!  Over  100  pages,  indexed. 
ORDER  YOURS  NOW t  FROM  THE 
WORLD’S  LEADING  GAY  AND 
LESBIAN  BOOKSTORE! 

. (Discretely  Packaged) . 

I  enclose  $2.  Please  send  my  copy  of 
V)e  Whole  Qay  Catalog. 

Mail  to:  Lambda  Rising,  Dept.  ,  157 

1625  Connecticut,  NW,  Wash.,  DC  20009 


Name 

Address 

^Citv 

State 

Zip 

* 

PCttgjgWff 


'u^ar9‘ 


538  70V 


Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

$9.95 


DESIGN 
PRINTING 

LET  US  HELP  W  1  TYPESETTING 

YOU  PREPARE  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
^  ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 


LISA’S  RECORDED 

★  LOVE  STORIES  ★ 

★  SHE  will  whisper  ★ 

★  SWEET  NOTHINGS  IN  ★ 

★  YOUR  EAR.  ★ 

★  CALL  1-900-410-3600  * 

★  DIRECT  1-900-410-3700  ★ 

★  NOW!  1-900-410-3800  ★ 

NO  MEMBERSHIP  NECESSARY 

★  ★ 

50*  (oil  first  m*nut«.  35*  tich  additional  minute 

'kirir.iriririfirir 
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fqlKtree 


1 

r: 


with  TRET  FURE  &  GREG  BROWN 


I  Interpreted  foe  the 
hearing  tmpaned  m  ASL 


2  Shows  6:00  PM  &  9:30  PM  ♦  $14.50  all  seats  reserved 

at  the  Somerville  Theatre 

All  teats  $2  00  more  Jay  >4  show  and  at  the  d»*>r  if  available 


FolkTree  Outlets 

Somerville  Theatre  Box  Office 
All  Ticketron  Outlets 
Out  of  Town  Tickets,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge  Natural  Foods 


Gay  Community  News^M-arch  29,-April,4,  1987  •  Page  13.  . 


PERSONALS _ 

LABRYS  MISSING... 

AND  PRESUMED  STOLEN! 

During  GCN’s  recent  move,  a  precious 
article  belonging  to  a  GCN  staffer  turn¬ 
ed  up  missing.  A  large  black  plastic 
labrys  (double-edged  axe)with  a  three- 
foot  long  handle,  which  was  plainly 
marked  with  my  name  (and  a  curse 
upon  anyone  who  would  mistreat  it!) 
and  was  hanging  on  a  nail  on  a  wall, 
didn't  get  to  our  new  offices.  It  is  of 
great  sentimental  value  to  its  owner, 
(street  value  estimated  at  $1.98)  and  is 
very  missed.  It  can  only  feel  good  to 
return  it!  No  questions  asked,  no 
rewards  offered. ..Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (37) 

BOXHOLDER 181 

Please  call  the  GCN  offices  re:  your 
mail.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for 
Catherine. _ (38) 

DORIS  HIGHTOWER 
I  would  be  your  secret  admirer,  but  my 
admiration  is  no  secret.  I  would  be  your 
groupie,  but  I  never  was  good  at  that 
sort  of  thing.  I  would  be  your  friend  but  I 
don’t  know  you.  So  I’m  asking  again  (at 
the  risk  of  seeming  pushy)  wanna 
dance?. ..Shirley. _ (37) 

LF  31,  attractive,  sensitive,  fun, 
passionate-seeking  compatible  spirit 
for  friendship  or  romance.  I  love  music, 
dancing,  politics,  light  hearted  fun  & 
heart  to  heart  connection.  Why  not? 
Take  a  risk.  Box  195. _ (37) 

SOFTBALL  TEAM  WANTED 

Grad  stud  25,  wants  to  play  on  your 
Beantown  team  this  summer  .  I’m  an 
excellent  infielder,  leadoff  hitter,  smart 
player  with  winning  attitude.  Looking 
for  fun  young  team.  Call  Allen  629-2437. 
_ (37) 

HIKING  PARTNER/LF 
Urbane  newly  moved  to  Mass.  48  yr  old 
LF  seeks  thoughtful  40-60  year  old  LF 
to  explore  local  mountains,  enjoys  gd 
conversation,  culture,  intellect;  not 
seeking  a  sexual  relationship;  looking 
for  new  friends  who  like  outdoors;  I  am 
an  academic  type.  Box  192. _ (37) 

Semi-butch  LF  seeks  semi-fern  LF  for 
friendship.. .Maybe  more  if  we  hit  it  off. 
Northampton  area.  Box  193. _ (37) 

LF  40’s  quiet,  with  sense  of  humor, 
lonely,  after  8yr  breakup-  interested  in 
hearing  from  others  especially  Cape 
Cod.  Box  194. _ (39) 

Goodlooking  GWM  wants  to  befriend  a 
young  gay  tenager.  I  offer  a  career  job  & 
good  pay  In  my  business-place  to  live  in 
my  lakefront  home.  I  offer  my  friend¬ 
ship  &  love  &  safe  AIDS  free  sex.  Don’t 
be  scared  &  lonely.  Send  photo  &  letter. 
Box  5221  Cochituate,  MA  01778.  (38) 

GWF  In  40’s  seeks  mature  fern,  woman 
with  an  artistic  penchant  for  friendship. 
I  like  books,  poetry,  foreign  films,  walk- 
ing  and  talking.  Box  191. _ (37) 

I  ADORE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

I  also  love  you,  admire  you,  think  you’re 
the  best,  most  wonderful,  and  the 
smartest,  &  ...&.. .everything  else,  too.! 
C. _ (37) 

LF  43  5’5”,  145  lb.  Prof,  non- 
smok/drnk/drugs.  Like  sports,  books, 
country  music,  socials,  dogs,  looking 
for  Ms.  Right.  Must  be  responsible/ 
secure-send  picture  and  info.  GCN  Box 
187. _ _ _ (37) 

GOOD  CATCH 

L  27,  works  hard  but  needs  people  too. 
Interests:  music  bicycling, 

photography,  much  more.  Respects: 
honesty,  substance,  communication. 
No  Heavy  drugs/alcohol.  Box  188.  (37) 

LF  35  living  in  the  desert  of  the  heart 
seeks  oasis  in  a  W  of  substance,  beau¬ 
ty,  intellect  and  passion.  Someone  to 
reach  in  and  hang  a  string  of  lights 
around  my  heart.  Box  190. _ (37) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$55/hr.  Work  in  any  U.S.  city.)  Call  Scott 
at  215-545-1238.  (38) 

MOUNT  HOLYOKE  COLLEGE 
LESBIAN  ALUMS 

Network  forming.  Confidentiality 
assured.  Send  SASE,  ideas  to  Donna 
Albino  '83,  32  Elm  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. _ (C) 

GAY  MEN  AND  LESBIANS 
Do  you  find  yourself  asking:  How  can  I 
meet  sincere,  quality  people  who  share 
my  interests  and  attitudes?  The  answer 
is  BUDDIES,  the  personalized  introduc¬ 
tion  service,  serving  over  3,000  mem¬ 
bers  for  over  5  years  throughout  New 
England.  BUDDIES  is  the  best  alter¬ 
native  for  selective  adults.  Gay  staffed, 
professional,  and  discrete.  Why  wait? 
Call  today!  (603)  880-7625. _ (43) 

Hi.  I’m  Connie  and  I’m  lonely.  Please 
call  me.  1-900-410-3700.  50  •  Toll  first 
minute,  35*each  additional  minute.  (44) 

I  need  someone  to  talk  to.  Call  Pam 
1-900-410-3600.  50*  Toll  first  minute,  35* 
each  additional  minute. _ (44) 

Hi.  My  name  is  Lisa.  I’m  young  and 
beautiful.  I’d  like  ot  talk  to  you.  Give  me 
a  call  1-900-410-3800.  50*  Toll  first 
minute,  35*  each  additional  minute.  (44) 


PERSONALS _ 

PLAN  NOW  to  spend  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  (May  22-25)  at  CAMPFEST, 
the  comfortable  women's  music 
festival.  Four  days  of  music  and 
dances.  The  Fabulous  Dyketones,  Max¬ 
ine  Feldman,  Deidre  McCalla,  Lucie 
Blue  Tremblay,  Labrys,  Suede.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  lux¬ 
urious  setting.  Swimming  poool,  tennis 
courts,  lake  fishing,  concert  hall,  indoor 
hot  showers  and  flush  toilets.  Choice 
of  cabin,  tent  space,  RV.  Singles  ac¬ 
tivities.  Craft  marketplace.  Workshops. 
Softball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at 
CAMPFEST  with  meals  included  for 
$28.75  a  day  or  less.  Write  for  brochure. 
P.O.  Box  53430,  Phila.  PA  19105.  (609) 
694-2037.  (40) 


LESBIAN  MADE  GREETING  CARDS 

10  different  landscaped  designs  and 
saying  inserts.  Perfect  for  anybody. 
You’ll  love  them!  Mail  $5.00  +  $1.oo 
postage  to  Val  Williams,  1269  Hemlock 
Drive,  Fairborn,  Ohio  45324, _ (37) 

BE  ALTRUISTIC! 

LF  Psych  grad  student  needs  10  "con¬ 
trols”  to  complete  thesis  data.  Must  be 
over  40,  non-chemically  dependent. 
Please  help.  Call  617-892-4004.  I'll  pay 
for  the  call. _ (37) 

JEWISH  FEMNINIST  WOMEN! 
Come  be  part  of  a  spiritual  gathering 
Memorial  Day  Weekend  (May  21-25)  at  a 
retreat  center  near  Philly.  Explore  your 
connectin  to  woman-centered  Judaism. 
Please  write  for  more  info:  ACHYOT 
OR,  117  West  Carpenter  Lane,  Phila,  PA 
19119. _ (38) 

“A  TOUCH  OF  CLASS” 

Dating  Club  (or  lonely  hearts) 
write  to: 

“D” 

P.O.  Box  693 

North  Adams,  MA  01247 

_ (38) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES 

from  $1  (U  repair).  Delinquent  tax  pro¬ 
perty.  Repossessions.  Call 
805-687-6000.  Ext.  GH-1437  for  current 
repo  list. _ (39) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469. _ (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and 
welcome  contact  from  other  Jewish 
Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust  Sur¬ 
vivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  mid-November,  in  upstate  New 
York.  A  partners  group  has  also  been 
formed  for  lesbian  women  who  are  in 
relationship  with  JLDHS.  Membership 
is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For 
information,  write  Box  6194,  Boston, 
M  A  021 1 4  or  cal  I  (61 7)  321  -4254,  (50) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularity  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
“special  attention”  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _  (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  at 
426-4469  for  more  info. _ (C) 


RESORTS _ 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
to  bay,  open  year’round.  487-9029,  25 
Wlnthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (46) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  P’TOWN 
Newly  built  &  ideally  located.  Private 
baths  &  spacious  rooms.  Separate  out¬ 
side  entrances.  Free  parking  &  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  Common  area  with 
TV  &  VCR.  Tel.  (617)  487-3387  or  write  to 
7  Central  St.,  P'town,  MA  02657.  (48) 

MIKE’S  BED  AND  BREAKFAST 
STOCKBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS 
Get  away  from  the  busy  city.  Spend  a 
week  or  weekend  in  the  beautiful 
Berkshires  at  my  B&B.  Walk  to  town, 
short  drive  to  many  cultural  attractions. 
Call  (413)  298-4095  or  write  Box  1049  for 
rates  and  reservations. _ (39) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
A  special  space  for  women-only. 
Located  in  Vermont's  Green  mts.  Spr¬ 
ing  Holidays  feature  horesback  riding, 
baby  goats,  maple  sugaring,  hiking  and 
more.  OFF  SEASON  rates  begin  April  1 
thru  May  15.  Call  for  brochure 
802-533-7772. _  Q8) 

SWEET  CAROLINE  • 

A  new  women's  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-5173.  (38) 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

Full  and  Part-time  positions  available.  Energetic,  self- 
motivated  person  needed  for  direct  service  with  patients. 
Organizational  and  mathematical  skills  required.  Call  David, 
267-7573. 

Medical  Assistant  F/T:  Involving  direct  patient  care  and 
clerical/housekeeping  functions.  Must  be  bright  and 
energetic.  No  experience  needed.  Resume  to  Jerry  Feuer,  PA. 


Full  benefits,  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
FCHC  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 


PUBLICATIONS 

FIGHTING  WOMAN  NEWS  quarterly 
magazine  of  martial  arts,  self  defense, 
combative  sports,  herstory.  Articles, 
news,  reviews  since  1975.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  $10/outside  US  $15.  Free  in¬ 
fo/samples.  Box  1459-GC,  Grand  Ctrl. 
Stn,  New  York,  NY  10163. _ (38) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

DOB 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 

invited  to  paticipate. _ (V14.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_  (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 

_ (VI  4.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (H?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 

_ (VI  5.23) 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phon*  482-2800 
78  Arlington  St 
at  Bo* ton  Park  Plaza 


HELP  WANTED _ 

Natl.  Lawyers  Gulid,  progressive  legal 
org.,  sks.  energetic,  versatile  staffper- 
son.  Coor.  legal/political  work,  memb. 
relations,  ofc.  mgmt.,  bookkeeping,  fun¬ 
draising,  newsletter.  Exp.  in  prog, 
legal/political  work  w/multi-issue, 
multi-cultural  orientation  pref.  Starts 
6/1/87.  $15,000plus  benefits.  Send  Itr., 
resume  ASAP  to  NLG,  14  Beacon  St., 
Rm.  407,  Boston,  MA  02108. _ (38) 

WOMEN’S  COUNSELING  AND 
RESOURCE  CENTER 
seeks  volunteer  counselors.  Approx.  4 
hrs/week.  Must  have  masters  degree,  2 
yrs.  experience,  and  feminist  perspec¬ 
tive.  Send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:WCRC,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge, 
M  A  02139. _ ’ _ (37) 

LEGISLATIVE  COORDINATOR,  Mass 
Coalition  for  the  Homeless.  Organize 
leg  campaigns-affordable  housing, 
welfare  rights.  $20,000  + ben.  Resume 
by  April  15  to  Ellen  Scott  MCH,  34Vi 
Beacon  St.  Boston,  MA  02108. _ (38) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Part-time  position  available  as  an  ad. 
rep.  for  Gay  Community  News.  High 
commission.  Flex,  sched.  &  friendly 
org.  make  this  a  great  way  to  earn  extra 
$  &  support  your  community  this  spring 
&summer.  Call  Dan  (617)  426-4469  (c) 

PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 
Care  for  dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  need¬ 
ed  very  flex,  weekend  am  vital,  others 
avail,  ask.  No  lifting  nec,  but  I  prefer 
those  w/strength  &  balance.  Exp  not 
nec,  will  train,  but  need  reliable  (male 
too!)  feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let 
phone  ring. _ (C) 

Subcribe 

Now! 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


NAME  . _ 

STREET  _ 

CITY _ STATE 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 


DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


APT. 

ZIP. 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 
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Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

a 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

.50 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

1 

TOTAL 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL 
CLASSIFIED  ADS. 


Return  this  form  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches  £ 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  fori  Week  (Add)  = 

* 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED  MOVERS 


2  LF  32  seek  2  responsible  F  to  share  3 
bdrm  apt  in  JP.  Great  location-  walk  to 
bus  &  pond.  Avail  now!  Must  like 
animals.  Call  Anne,  524-3925. _ (38) 

boston Behind  gardener  mus 

F  or  M  wanted  for  large  bdrm:  12  ft  ceil¬ 
ings,  7  tf  windows,  in  2bedrm  apt  only 
$322  util  free!  Sobriety  pref.  Cali 
George  731-3650.  Keep  calling.  (38) 

CHEEP  HOUSING 

Indep  personable  F  for  wonderful,  sun¬ 
ny  2  br  in  Waltham.  128/Bus  access. 
Res  nghbhd.  $250  +.  4/1,  no 

smoke/pets.  Kim  492-5027,  894-4638 
Keep  trying. _ _ (38) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  —  PONDSIDE 
GWM  30  prof  seeks  sim  for  beautiful 
sunny,  spacious  apt.  Inclds  sunprch, 
frpl,  w/d,  D/D,  2-car  garage.  Close  to 
pond,  Arboretum,  T.  Non-smkr  pis. 
$425+  (approx  $60).  Avail  May  1st. 
524-1009.  Leave  message. _ (38) 

2LFs  (25  &  31)  seek  3rd  for  sunny  up 
apt.  Feminist,  $230  +  ,  Near  T.  Avail. 
now.  522-4368. _ (38) 

2  LFs  seek  friendly  3rd  for  large,  sunny, 
Cambridgeport  semi-coop.  Call 
576-3103-Keep  trying.  $255  +  . _ (37) 

For  CLEVE  CIRCLE  scruffy  basement 
apt,  May  1st.  2F  seek  rmmate  24  +  ,  in- 
dependt.  Friendly,  considerate,  respect 
privacy.  No  NEATNICKS.  Near  3  T  lines. 
$216  incl  ht.  Dana/Naomi,  739-6566.  (37) 
SEEKING  GAY  ROOMMATE 
Straight  woman  seeks  one  or  more  gay 
male  roommates  who  has  an  apartment 
to  share  for  first  of  June.  Call  566-7507 
in  evening. _ (37) 

2L  seek  3rd  for  Somerville  apt.  2nd  fl, 
sunny.  Looking  for  non-smoker,  21 +  , 
responsible  &  FRIENDLY.  Rent  $285  + 
utils. Call  628-7744  9-3pm  wkdays.  (37) 
ARLINGTON 

Feminist  and/or  lesbian  wanted  for 
lovely  duplex  with  IF,  1M.  Deck, 
fireplace  close  to  pond  and  MBTA.  No 
pets.  646-7968. _ (37) 

2  LF  and  cat  seek  LF  for  3  BR  apt 
Somerville.  Cozy,  hardwood  floors,  2 
porches.  We  are  friendly,  warm,  respon¬ 
sible  —  seek  same.  Rent  $233  + util. 
For  May  1st.  No  smokers/pets  please. 
Call  Dina/Dianne  623-0310,625-3910. 

_ (37) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

COOPERATIVE  SUBLET  SOUGHT 

Resp  friendly  feminist  F,  30,  seeks  to 
share  food,  chores  &  pref  some  meals 
in  coop  or  semi-coop  home  fr.  4/15  or 
5/1  to  9/1.  Need  access  to  Camb.  by  T. 
Call  Emmy  491-6050  rm.  302  11  am- 
11pm  only.  Lv  mess,  if  nec. _ (38) 


APARTMENTS 


REAL  ESTATE 


support 

Gay  Community 
News 


MICROBUS  MOVING 

CAREFUL  &  CURTEOUS 
small  moves  our  speciality 

522-6513 


(47) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 


(15.20) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


PRISONERS!  Please  send  us  some 
doodles,  drawings,  poems  and 
poetic  scribblings  for  this  summer’s 
prisoner  centerspread  of  poetry  and 
drawings.  DON'T  WORRY  if  you 
I  aren’t  a  ‘pro’!  Some  of  your  heart¬ 
felt  jottings  and  scribbles  are  the 
I  best  we  ever  see!  (But  if  we’re  lucky 
and  get  a  FLOOD  of  stuff,  please 
don’t  be  pissed  if  we  can’t  put  in 
everything.  THANKS!  (this  is  the] 
fun-est  part  of  the  prisoner  projectl 
-  smile) 


Jl> 


JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1^3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (VI  4.46) 

From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI  VANS 

.  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKE 
•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
■  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  Unpaired  community.  Our! 
TTY/TDO  number  is  (#17)  426-0332.J 
Typical  G0N  hours  are  10-6  om,  M-F 
Spread  the  word! _  (Cj 


COMING  OUT! 

What  kind  of  support  is  available? 
What’s  needed?  How  to  start  getting 
it?  What  could  prisoners  be  doing 
(inside  organizing  and  after  they’re 
out!)?  Ideas? 

Send  Mike  your  feelings  and 
thoughts  on  everything  here  from 
jobs  to  friendship  to  changes  in  peo¬ 
ple’s  attitudes  toward  ‘ex-cons’  etc. 
etc.  I’ll  try  to  put  them  all  together 
and  make  a  story  out  of  them. 
Thanl 


BISEXUAL?  The  Prisoner  Project 
has  got  some  requests  to  do 
something  on  bisexuality  and 
prisoners.  If  you  want  to  jot  down  a 
couple  pages  on  your  experience 
with  the  idea  and  the  real  thing, 
please  do  and  send  it  to  Mike.  We’ll 
see  if  we  can  put  the  pieces  together 
and  make  an  article  out  of  it. 
Thanks! 


t  *-T  17  !£.  . 


SERVICES 


"TAX  TAMER**  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own- 
ed  and  operated.  436-2583. _ (39) 


JP-Arboretum  area,  2bdrm  hdwd  fl,  sun¬ 
ny,  owner  occ,  3  decker,  insulated  quiet 
St.  garden,  nr  T,  no  pets.  522-0345.  $700 
lv  messag  avail  immediately. _ (37) 

Dorchester:  6rm  2  BDRM  2nd  fir  remod 
kitch  &  bath  fresh  paint/paper  safe 
owner  occ  full  porch  gas  ht  wtr  &  stv  oil 
heat  $575/mo  no  uti  I  282-1 1 96.  (39) 

2  arty  prof  GF  seek  resp  indep  stable 
GF  for  Newton  house  w/d,  yard,  pking. 
Prefer  no  smoke  avail  5/1.  $330/mo  sec 
+  .969-2824  or  244-9132. _ (37) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (39) 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

Incredible  hilltop  house  w  panoramic 
view  of  harbor.  Private,  quiet,  in  East 
End.  Spacious,  comfortable  house  w 
deck,  porch,  jacuzzi  bath,  five 
bedrooms-  perfect  for  sm  group  of 
friends.  May/June,  Sept/Oct:  $900. 
week,  July/Aug:$1200,  wk. 
617-566-6505. _ (38) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•  Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232- 1459 


I'SELF-HELP  LITIGA  TION  MANUAL! 

A  Includes  chapters  on  legal  research; 

J outline  of  the  legal  system;  overview  of 
prisoners  rights;  actions,  remedies  and 
defenses;  how  to  litigate  in  federal  court; 
parole;  federal  post-conviction  remedies; 
detainers;  civil  rights  forms;  law  library 
requirements;  and  MORE!!  Available 
from  the  publisher  for  $14  to  prisoners 
(including  postage):  Oceana  Press,  75 
Main  St.,  Dobbs  Ferry,  NY  10522. 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


c 


PROVINCETOWN  CONDO 

Downtown  Location  775  sq  ft.  Two 
bedrooms,  kite,  Ir,  parking  just 
renovated  superb  buyl  15,000.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  or  Donna  at  (617)  481-7073  or 
481-5444. _ ' _ (39) 


BACK  BAY 

CZU"X.L'"°  SERVICES 

DENNIS  I  AD  A  RO  LA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  19] 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

?Pf}EY_SQUA  fl£ 

pipIunIIjnc0 

“Plumbing,  Heating,  Gas  Fitting • 

A  woman  owned/operated  company 
licensed  &  insured 

282-2271 

138) 
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Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  All  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Of . 

RISON  FIOHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE] 
rU«x«od*r  Prison  Memoirs  of 

1/wrcfUtQ. 

Used  (foreign)  STAMPS— FREE!  ^ 

We  have  some  used  stamps  that  we  ve 
been  collecting  this  year  and  will  pass 
them  on  to  those  prisoners  who  collect 
stamps.  Please  write  for  some  ONLY  if 
you’ve  checked  to  see  if  you  can  get  used 
|  stamps  through  the  mail.  We’ll  wait  a 
I  month  and  see  how  many  requests  we  get, 
then  we’ll  divide  them  up  equally  among  | 
the  askers  and  send  them  out,  so  be  pa¬ 
tient.  Thanks. 


enjoy  reading  your  paper.  I  neverl 
I  knew  such  places  existed.  I’m  not  I 
really  gay  but  I  do  have  my  curiosities! 
of  it  all.  I’d  love  to  start  receiving  yourl 
daily  news.  I  think  it  would  help  me.f 
Also  I  would  like  a  penpal.  I’m  a  very! 
sweet  Black  lady,  20  years  old,  Libra.r 
and  a  very  adventurous  person.  I’ml 
seeking  that  true  blue  person  fori 
friendship  or  a  possible  relationship.! 
Yolanda  McCOY,  Box  535,  Jessup  MD| 
20794.  


I  FLORIDA  prisoners:  The  Florida  I 

I  Clearinghouse  on  Criminal  Justice  I 
works  for  the  rights  of  Florida] 
prisoners,  especially  those  of  women  I 
in  prison.  For  more  information  writel 
them  at  222  W.  Pensacola  St, | 
1  Tallahassee  FL  32301. _ 


I  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS  that  should  be  I 
made  more  aware  of  prisoners.  Don’t  ex¬ 
pect  a  response,  but  let  them  know  you’re  | 
there  (if  you  have  the  extra  postage): 
•NATIONAL  GAY  &  LESBIAN  TASK 
FORCE,  1517  U  St.NW,  Washington  DC- 
20009. 

•NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS  AD¬ 
VOCATES,  540  Castro,  San  Francisco, 

|  CA  94114  (western  states  only) 

•LAMBDA  LEGAL  DEFENSE,  132  W. 

I  43rd  St.,  NYC  10036  (eastern  states) 

•ACLl)  NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS 
TASK  FORCE,  633  S.  Shatto  PI.,  Los 
Angeles  CA  90005 

*ACLU  NATIONAL  PRISON  PRO¬ 
JECT  (not  only  gay),  1616  P  St.NW, 
Washington  DC  20036 
•NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD,  GAY 
CAUCUS,  558  Capp  St., San  Francisco, 

CA  94110 

•(These  places  aren’t  always  helpful,  but 
they  need  to  be  constantly  reminded  how 
important  it  is  for  them  to  support 
prisoners;  something  they  often  forget 
Ibectuise  prisoners  don’t  hqve  $$$) _ 

>eM)©eeee>e«jj 

OUT  AMONG  THE  STARS 
(by  Hazel  Dickson) 

It’s  midnight  at  a  liquor  store  in  Texas.  . 
Beneath  the  neon,  close-up’s  Just  begun. 
When  a  boy  walks  in  the  door  and  poin 
a  pistol. 

He  can’t  find  a  job,  but  oh  he  found  a  gun 

He  pulls  It  off,  no  trace  of  confrontation. 
He  lets  the  old  man  run  out  in  the  street. 
He  knows  that  soon  they’ll  come  with 
guns  a-blazin’ 

[Already  he  can  feel  that  great  relief. 

Oh,  how  many  travelers  get  weary. 

Bearing  both  their  burden  and  their  scars? 
Don't  you  think  they'd  love  to  stop 
complaining? 

And  fly  like  eagles  out  among  the  stars? 

He  pictures  the  arrival  of  the  bruisers. 
Sees  that  old  familiar  anger  in  their  eyes. 
He  knows  that  when  they’re  shootin’ 
at  this  loser 

They’re  aimin’  at  the  demons  in  their  lives 

The  evening  news  it  carries  all  the  details 
He  dies  in  every  living  room  in  town 
And  in  his  own,  a  bottle  thrown  in  anger 
His  father  cries, “WelL  never  live  this  down!’ 


am  poor  but  I  am  willing  to  writel 
stories  or  draw  pictures  or  do  poems 
if  you  need  any  work  done  so  I  can 
have  one  of  your  papers.  I  have  no  one 
to  write  to  and  would  like  to  write  to 
someone  who’d  be  willing  to  write  to 
me.  (I’m  very  lonely)  Tim  GRIMALDI, 
11013,  Box  607,  Carson  City  NV  | 
89701. _ 

I'm  looking  for  someone  I  can  share  I 
my  dreams  and  thoughts  with,  I 
nothing  more!  I  don’t  need  money  or  I 
anything  else.  I  just  need  a  friend  whol 
can  understand  my  situation  and  I 
j  acknowledge  the  fact  that  I  am  a  liv- 1 
j  ing,  feeling  person.  Thank  you.  Chuck  I 
ARNDTS,  175-557,  Box  45699, | 
Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

In  prison  and  lonely.  Need  a  friend  to | 
help  me  find  a  parole  situation, 
would  like  to  leave  this  part  of  thel 
country.  Please  write  and  let’s  get  tol 
[know  each  other.  Norman  FIELD, [ 
286739,  Box  1000,  Steilacoom  WA| 
98388. _ 

[From  a  reader]:  I  write  to  a  prisonerl 
who  asked  to  request  for  him  that  youl 
put  him  on  your  correspondence  list.f 
He  longs  for  communication.  Michaell 
BRIGHTON,  85C  335,  Box  51,  Com-| 
stock  NY  12821. 


SLAV'S  kS 

GM,  34,  7”  of  throbbing  hard  flesh, 1 
desiring  your  sweet  lips  and  soft] 
finger  tips.  Both  agg  and  pass,  Grk  &] 
Fr;  supporter  of  NAMBLA;  would  love 
to  hear  from  GM,  TS,  TV,  BiM,  into] 
almost  all  types  of  music,  landscapes  | 
and  interested  in  writing.  Tommy 
BLANKENSHIP,  195-152,  Box  5500 
Chillicothe  OH  45601. 


I  didn't  receive  the  sample  GCN  that 
you  sent  so  I  guess  they  won’t  let  it  in, 
though  I  would  like  to  get  them.  If  you 
have  some  I’d  like  some  books:  horror 
[  stories  are  my  favorite;  also  please 
send  your  information  on  TWTS’s. 
Thanks  for  being  there.  Lyle 
FIEDLER,  Box  9561,  Wilmington  DE 
19809. _ _ 

I  would  like  to  have  a  penpal.  I  like 
R&R,  and  C&W  music  and  would  like 
to  hear  from  someone  who  has  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  outdoor  life  (camping, 
etc)  and  good  music.  I’ll  answer  all 
men  and  women  who  write.  Steven 
SMITH,  D-20178,  Box  8101  (2143),  San 
Luis  Obispo  CA  93409. _ 

Desperately  Seeking  MACHO  — 
Lonely.  I  consider  myself  a  woman. 
I’m  very  kinky  and  into  SM  and  bon¬ 
dage.  So  all  you  Men  out  there  who 
think  you  have  what  it  takes  to  fie  me 
down,  feel  free  to  contact  me.  Ray¬ 
mond  MARRERO,  85A  4653,  135  State 
St,  Auburn  NY  13021.  _ 

I’m  a  sexy,  cute,  light  complexioned, 
Black  Aquarius  male  in  need  of  an 
associate  that  can  bring  total  comfort 
thru  this  moment  of  crisis  and 
loneliness.  Alonzo  Lee  MILLER, 
40210,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 

I'd  like  to  get  a  copy  of  your  paper 
every  so  often  to  see  how  the  sisters 
on  the  outside  are  living  it  up.  I’m  a 
strawberry  blond  seeking  penpals  for 
friendship.  SASE  if  possible.  Thanks! 
Ferrell  L.  GATELEY,  B-321560,  1150 
SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL 
33456. 
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Cancer/Leo,  versatile,  seeking! 
sincere  lasting  friendship  with  sen-1 
sual,  emotional  gays.  Affection  writT 
ten  is  affection  shared  too.  Lawrence! 
HOOK,  191-379,  Box  45699,  Lucasville| 
OH  45699. _ 

Lonely  Karate  instructor  would  like  tol 
I  correspond  with  people  in  whom  I  can] 
[identify  with  the  same  life  style.  I’m  I 
Black,  35,  Sag,  and  will  answer  all.  I 
Guy  ISLEY,  75A  730,  135  State  St,  | 
Auburn  NY  13021. _ 

Black  male  homosexual  would  like  to  I 
correspond  with  Black  male  nude] 
models  from  Dallas  who  are  in  the] 
free  world,  models  who  are  very] 
manified  (macho),  sexy,  handsome,, 

|  athletic  (sports  type),  and  100  perl 
cent  man.  No  matter  if  they  are  light  1 
skin,  brown  skin  or  dark  skin  dudes. 
I’m  attractive,  femme,  and  well  j 
educated.  Lawrence  RAIBON,  391150,  \ 
Rt  1  Box  150,  Tennessee  Colony  TX  I 
75861. _  ' 

I’m  interested  in  writing  a  book  about 
prisons  and  the  criminal  justice 
system.  Believe  me,  I’ve  had  plenty  of 
experience  in  this  area.  So  anyone 
who  might  be  interested  or  would, 
want  to  develop  a  friendship,  I  would 
be  interested  in  hearing  from  you.. 
Thank  you  so  much  for  your  support 
in  the  paper.  Russell  MANN,  189-375, 

1  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

Here’s  a  short  ad  for  penpals  if  you 
can  print  it.  Anyone  who  wishes  to 
write  me,  I  will  write  back,  but  please 
no  games.  Love  to  write  long  letters, 
and  very  sincere,  aka  ‘Lil  Angel’. 
Richard  BACA,  387582,  Rt  1  Box  1, 
Wynne,  Huntsville  TX  77349. _ 

Attractive,  Black  male,  seeks 
homosexuals,  Queens,  TV/TSs  for 
possible  relationship.  Horace  T. 
WOODS,  123313,  Box  488,  Burkeville 
VA  23922.  • 
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April  4 
to 

April  16 


4  Saturday 

Boston  —  DOB  lesbian  potluck.  156  War¬ 
ren  Ave.,  South  End.  7PM.  $3  plus  dish. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Somerville  —  Cris  Williamson  &  Tret  Fure, 
and  Greg  Brown.  Somerville  Theater,  Davis 
Square.  6PM  &  9:30PM.  $14.50.  Info: 
641-1010. 

Amherst  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Awareness 
Week  at  U-Mass.  Continues  through  4/11. 
Participants  include  Romanovsky  and 
Phillips,  Becky  Birtha,  Virginia  Apuzzo, 
Tom  Wilson  Weinberg,  among  others. 

Cambridge  —  REVISION  Film  Festival  in¬ 
cludes  work  by  Bette  Gordon  and  Chantel 
Ackerman,  among  others.  The  Brattle  and 
other  area  theaters  4/4-12.  Info:  Vanessa 
Boris,  253-0304. 

5  Sunday 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Association,  monthly  potluck.  Info:  Joe, 
282-7822,  evenings. 

Boston  —  Lip-Synch  Contest  sponsored  by 
the  Buccaneers  to  benefit  the  Beantown 
Softball  League.  1270  Boylston.  5PM.  $6. 

Quincy  —  Quincy  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
business  meeting.  7-9PM.  Info:  De, 
328-5567. 
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Becky  Birtha,  4  Saturday 

6  monday  N 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  entrepreneurs. 

DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  AIDS  bereavement  discussion 
sponsored  by  the  Committee  on  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Issues  of  the  National  Association 
of  Social  Workers.  7:30PM.  Info: 
227-9635  days,  625-2609  eves. 

Boston  —  GCN  office  warming.  Potluck 
supper,  6PM.  Membership  meeting,  7PM. 
Dance  party,  8:30PM.  62  Berkeley  St., 
near  Arlington  and  Dover  T-stops.  All 
welcome.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Paula  Bennett  speaks  on  lesbian 
literature.  Geo.  Sherman  Union,  775 
Comm.  Ave.  7:30PM.  Info:  353-9808. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Rap.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-1 0PM.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  School  classes  & 
workshops  begin:  AIDS,  science  fiction, 
politics,  comedy,  computers  &  more.  Info: 
354-8807. 

7  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  Lesbian  Support 
Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 


Cambridge  —  WITCH  presents  "Going 
Astray:  Thoughts  of  a  Radical  Feminist 
Wilderness  Guide,’’  with  Anne  G.  Dellen- 
baugh.  Episcopal  Divinity  School.  8PM. 
$5.  Info:  491-3549. 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
discussion,  "In  Pursuit  of  Happiness  — 
Your  Evolving  Sense  of  Identity."  Info: 
742-7897. 

Cambridge  —  LEGACY  general  meeting. 
Cambridge  Committee  of  Elders,  Pearl  St., 
Central  Sq.  Info:  Ann  Maguire,  725-4000. 

Amherst  —  "Politics  of  the  Body  and  the 

Body  Politic,"  with  Margaret  Cerullo, 
David  Scondras,  Cindy  Patton  &  Sue  Hyde. 
UMass,  Memorial  Hall.  4PM.  Free. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  (413) 
545-4824. 

Boston  —  Day  of  Prayer  &  Fasting  for  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS/ARC  organized  by 
Dignity/Boston.  Singing  of  Vespers,  St. 
John  the  Evangelist,  7PM.  All  welcome. 


8  Wednesday 


Boston  —  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force. 
NOW  office,  971  Comm.  Ave.  6:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  Nicolette  or  Lenora,  782-1056. 

Cambridge  —  Film  documentary  Improper 
Conduct  presented  by  Harvard  Law  School 
gay/lesbian  group.  Alan  West  will  provide 
remarks.  Pound  Hall,  rm.  107,  Harvard 
Law  School.  7:30PM.  Free.  All  welcome. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  discussion  group: 
"Images  of  Women  in  Art."  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8PM.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  hosts  a  "model 
seder."  Workman’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon 
St.  7PM.  Bring  veggie/dairy  dish  to  share. 
Donation  requested.  Info:  782-8894. 

9  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  production  night..  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  7PM-on.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Dover  & 
Arlington  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 

Network:  "How  Our  Mothers  Affect  Our 
Mothering  Decisions.”  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  7:30PM.  Childcare  provid¬ 
ed.  Info:  354-8807. 

Amherst  —  Virginia  Apuzzo  on  "Policies  of 
Prejudice:  Institutional  Responsibility  for  a 
Safe  Climate."  UMass,  Memorial  Hall. 
8PM.  Free.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info: 
(413)  545-4824. 


10  friday 


Boston  —  GCN's  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Dover  &  Arlington  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Boston  —  Gay  Composers,  Gay  Poets,  a 
vocal  &  piano  concert  by  Richard  Strange  & 
Jonathan  Goldberg.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
8PM.  $7  sliding  scale.  Also  Sat.  Info: 
899-1678. 

Boston  —  Gay  Professional  Women  present 
Ann  Marie  Silvia,  of  the  AAC,  "AIDS  & 
Lesbian  Women."  5  Joy  St.,  Beacon  Hill 
(Appalachian  Mtn.  Club).  $5  guest  fee. 

Belmont  —  E.J.  Graft  will  read  her  poems. 
Second  Friday  Coffeehouse,  First  Church, 
Unitarian,  404  Concord  Ave.  8PM.  $3 
donation.  Info:  484-1054. 

Cambridge  —  Benefit  concert  by  "Sara 
Laughs,”  formerly  Amelia  &  Jennifer,  for 
Nuevo  Instituto  de  Centro  America  in 
Nicaragua.  Modern  Times  Cafe,  134 
Hampshire  St.  $5.  Info:  491-1124. 

11  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Beantown  Softball  League 
exhibition  game:  Uptown  v.  Buccaneers. 
Daisy  Field,  the  J-way.  2:30PM.  Info: 
267-0328. 


Richard  Strange,  10  friday 

Cambridge  —  Classical  music  by  women 
for  women.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1511  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  DOB 
members,  $4,  others  $5.  Info:  Jean, 
277-8150. 

Brookline  —  Mass.  Lesbian  &  Gay  Bar 
Assoc.  Spring  Dinner  Dance.  Longwood 
Towers,  20  Chapel  St.  7PM.  $40 
members,  $45  non-members.  Info:  Chris 
Westphal,  738-7981. 

Boston  —  "Feeling  So  Gay,"  an  evening  of 
live  dance  music  (swing,  polka,  waltz  and 
rock)  by  Boston’s  Lesbian  &  Gay  Freedom 
Trail  Band.  Boston  YWCA,  Clarendon  St. 
An  alcohol-free  event. 

Boston  —  "Something  About  the 
Women,"  a  music  &  public  affairs  radio 
program,  interviews  Tufts’  Women’s 
Center  representatives.  WMFO,  91.5  FM. 
11AM.  Info:  321-9319. 

Worcester  —  Labrys,  a  women’s  duo  in 
concert.  YWCA,  1  Salem  Sq.  8PM.  Info: 
791-3181. 

12  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  AIDS  risk  for  women,  a 

seminar  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 
YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  6PM.  Free.  Info: 
491-6050. 

Newton  —  Women’s  rugby  clinic  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Beantown  Women’s  Rugby 
Club.  Lasell  Junior  College.  9:30AM-5PM. 
$10.  Info:  Betsy,  734-1271  or  Kerri, 
731-8358. 

Roxbury  —  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction 
Society,  monthly  meeting.  1PM.  Info:  P.0. 
Box  1 051 ,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117. 

Salem  —  Wild  Women’s  Witch  Hunt.  Car- 
pool  from  Cambridge,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  9AM.  Info: 
Ruth,  1-745-7329. 

Durham,  NH  —  Univ.  of  N.H.  at  Durham 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Cultural  Awareness  Fest. 
Through  4/20.  Info:  (603)  862-1008. 

Northampton  —  Lavender  Letters:  Les¬ 
bians  in  Literature,  a  slide/talk  by  Patricia 
A.  Roth.  New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library. 
3PM.  $3.  Women  only.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  Info:  (413)  584-7616. 

13  monday 

Boston  —  "Musically  Speaking,"  jazz, 
R&B,  African,  reggae  &  women’s  music 
radio  programming  by  Melanie  Berzon. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  8-10PM.  Info: 
494-8810. 

16  thursday 

Boston  —  Iris  Bloom’s  one-woman  theater 

based  on  the  Thompson-Kowalski  disabled 
lesbian  legal  battle.  Boston  Univ.  Law 
School  auditorium,  765  Comm.  Ave.  Free. 
All  welcome.  Info:  353-9808. 

Boston  —  Civil  disobedience  organizing 
meeting  for  Oct.  lesbian/gay  march  on 
Washington.  UMass. /downtown,  100  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  7PM.  Wheelchair  accessible.  In¬ 
fo:  492-1091. 


Burglar.  Directed  by  Hugh  Wilson. 
Writen  by  Joseph  Loeb  III,  Matthew 
Weisman,  and  Hugh  Wilson.  With  Whoopi 
Goldberg,  Bob  Goldthwaite,  G.  W.  Bailey  and 
Leslie  Ann  Warren.  Based  on  the  Burglar 
books  by  Lawrence  Block. 

Burglar  opens  with  Whoopi  Goldberg 
(Bernice)  in  a  great  sequence 
posing  as  a  domestic  to  rip  off  a  house 
in  a  wealthy,  white  suburb.  It’s  an  old 
joke,  but  Whoopi’s  version  is  a  kick. 
Unfortunately,  the  movie  is  mostly 
downhill  from  there  as  Bernice  (parolee 
and  prison  boxing  champ)  gets  caught 
in  a  maze  of  bars,  blackmail,  bungling 
cops,  car  chases,  and  murder. 

While  she  is  pulling  off  a  job,  a  man  is 
stabbed.  Bernice,  of  course,  is  framed 
and  has  to  find  the  killer  to  save  her 
own  neck.  She  figures  out  that  the  guy 
was  murdered  by  a  male  lover  in  a  fit  of 
jealousy  and  rage.  A  “closeted  gay” 
with  a  wife  and  kids  kills  a  “bisexual 
swinger”?!?!  Since  these  details  are  all 
but  extraneous  to  the  plot  and  charact¬ 
ers,  what  are  they  supposed  to  mean  in 
this  time  of  increasing  violence  against 
gays?  This  aspect  of  the  film,  like  many 
other  details,  are  lined  up  one  after 
another  to  shock  and  titillate  rather 
than  fill  out  a  character  or  tell  a  good 
story. 

Whoopi  gets  to  do  her  schtick:  her 
Eastern  European,  her  junkie,  her  ball 
buster,  but  it’s  not  enough.  She  needs  a 
story  and  character  that  match  her 
talent,  charm,  wonderful  comic/dram¬ 
atic  sense  and  powerful  screen 
presence.  Why  would  such  a  talented 
woman  do  such  a  movie?  The  answer  is 
obvious:  she’s  a  Hollywood  actor  and 
she  wants  to  work.  Why  wouldn’t  a 
producer/director  do  better  by  her? 
They  must  not  know  how,  despite  the 
money,  technology  and  expertise  at 
their  disposal. 

Burglar  raises  the  same  old  tired 
questions  with  the  same  old  tired 
answers:  some  people  stand  to  profit 
from  movies  like  this,  so  they  get  in  and 
out  as  fast  as  they  can,  then  take  the 
money  and  run. 

— Kate  Rush  in 


Whoopi  Goldberg  &  Bob  Goldthwait 


A  Singer  and  Swingers 

The  next  weekend  (April  10-11)  could 
be  a  busy  one  for  gay  and  lesbian 
music  enthusiasts  in  Boston.  Con¬ 
noisseurs  of  more  classical  genres  will 
be  excited  to  learn  of  the  world 
premiere  of  “Songs  from  Rqnning 
Water,”  a  composition  by  Ron  Lambe, 
an  editor  of  the  gay  men’s  magazine, 
RFD.  The  concert  is  presented  by 
tenor/countertenor  Richard  Strange 
and  pianist  Jonathan  Goldberg  who 
will  perform  other  20th  century  songs 
and  poems  by  gay  men.  The  program  is 
scheduled  for  both  Friday  and  Satur¬ 
day  nights. 

Saturday  night  also  offers  a  different 
bill  of  fare  with  a  dance  concert  by  the 
Freedom  Trail  Band,  “Feeling  So  Gay!” 
This  will  be  the  premiere  performance 
by  the  Freedom  Swing  Band  and 
Freylachs,  a  Klezmer  ensemble. 
Polkas,  swing,  folk,  waltzes  and  pop 
tunes  will  be  on  the  music  stands. 
Swing  lessons  will  be  offered  at  8:30 
p.m.  See  the  calendar  for  details  on 
both  these  concerts. 

—  Loie  Hayes 


Calendar  compiled  by  Terri  L.  Rutter 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 


ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 


ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 
Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  J.P. 

(617)  522-1464 

Tues.-Fri.  12-7  Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 


CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625  j 
LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 
KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


INSURANCE 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 
LABWORK 
STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 

338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  272-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Ken  more  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
1 0  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR  WOMEN, 

COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
267-7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV  counseling 
&  testing 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186'/2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 


STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 
TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 


REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

COMMODORE  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  GROUP 
David  J.  Vieira,  Broker/Owner 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-1507 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 


WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60 '/2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 


MOVERS 


VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
536-8700 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 


ROLFING 

LISATACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 


ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 


PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 
MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 


